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JOYS AND CONCERNS
Listed below are some of the Joys and Concerns heard during recent worship services. We
carry each other's burdens anddance dances for allof God's children. Reach out andtouch
someone's life as you pray for them.

Email-secretary@allumc.org
Sunday Moming Worship
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School Begins
11:00 a.m.

JOYS
CONGRATULATIONS

Robert K. Lynch
Pastor
269-673-2512

John Barber and Julie Isola marriage; Happy Birthday - Margaret Pierson;
Ginny Borgman celebrates her grandson Chris and great granddaughter
Ella's birthdays; Allie Dangremond crowned "Princess" for AGH Snowcoming; Laura Weaver family on the birth of her first grandchild, Brantley
Weaver; UMW Special Recognition Pins for their service in m1ss1ons Andy Branham, Chris Jurkas, Nancy Peabody.

Thanks
Barb Brewster is thankful for all your prayers. She is recovering well from
her surgery; Sally Danner is thankful for the welcome at worship; Jill LeMaire is thankful for your cards and prayers of comfort; Allison Wiley is
thankful for prayers for safe travel to/from Alabama.

ALLEGAN UMTED
METHODIST CHURCH
is a caring, dynamic community of faith where all people
are invited to encounter God
and to celebrate a Risen Lord.
Tiu·ough God's Spirit we grow
spiritually, emphasize the
individual's relationship
with Christ and others, and
change with and serve the
needs of the community.

UMYF Lock-In had 19 young people attend! The new refrigerator is in
place in the storeroom in Fellowship Hall; Mark, Brenda and Asa Cowell in
worship; Jim Sebright in worship and still recovering from ankle surgery;
Shirley Duryea happy to be back with us during worship; Pastor Bob's CT
scan results were good; Barb Simpson celebrates family birthdays; Bill
Johnson was at worship!

MARCH 2017
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Praye.-s for our military:
Those connected with this congregation: Ryan Balgoyen, John Barber, Steven Carroll, Andrew
Cowen, Thomas DeBmyne, Evan Deniston, Matt Fullam, Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, Michael
Hileski, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed, Jason Star, Ashley Weaver, Dai Wessman and Dan Wrobleski.
Continued prayers for those battling cancer or having treatment:
Jane Allen, Evelyn Bierlein, Erin Brown, Paul Buckler, Bill Can-, Denise Chen-y, Jim Conlon, Tammy
Cluisty, Stacy Davis, Sue Effuer, Marlin Fry, Angie Heckman, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan,
Monica Kraai, Kay Kool, John Kyes; Kirn Leslie, Bob Lynch, Bmce Mejeur, Ken Milhiern, Villas
Mohrland, John Murphy, Philip Nicolai, Gaiy Olson, Art Osmon, Maitha Ann Poolrnan, Linda Pullen,
Michele Randal, Dick Rasmussen, Rhonda Robinson, Phil Rose, Rebecca Sklycki, Toby Stai·, Florene
Stultz, Bob Thomas, Ten-i Stapleton, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Bob Thomas, Daniel
Trevino, Danny Trnong, Jackie VanMelle, Naomi Watts, Jenny Walsh, Don Watson, Jr., Jen Wessman,
Jim Wilson and those known but unnamed.
Concerns: Human Trafficking; Lois Giles' Kids Hope child
Health Concerns: Dan Trevino had surgery and is doing okay; Monica Kraai cancer has returned; Barb
Simpson tendonitis in the right wiist; Dick Randels recovering from ankle surgery; Carl Fuller doing well
after skin cancer removed; Continued prayers for Shirley Dmyea; Don Forster home recovering from infection before hip replacement surgery; Barb Simpson's brother-in-law Rob in hospital; Sue Chappell recove1ing from ankle surgery; Continued prayers for Dave Waanders; Rev. Joe Spackman home but in
need of prayers; Sally Adams' cousins Martha Ann Poolrnan and Bambi Bailey in need of prayers; Kevin
DeLaet's dad had a minor stroke. Those known but unnamed.
Sympathy: Laura Evans' former co-worker, Jen-y Schrecker, and his family and the Charlie Cook family; Torn Lindsley's friend, Paul, who lost his father to suicide; Al LeMaire family and Piper Raab family
on the death of their mother, Nai·i LeMaire;
Travel Mercies: Trevah Dahyrnple traveling to South Carolina with friend Diane; Bob and Kirn Leslie
travels to/from Florida.

FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR
REV. BOB LYNCH
Is greatness really the best goal for an organization, a nation, a business or a
church? The prophet Micah didn't seem to think so. When we turn to the Scriptures, one
of the things we realize is that greatness is vastly overrated. “The LORD has told us what is
good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble
fellowship with our God.” Micah 6:8
In 2001, business and leadership writer Jim Collins wrote the bestselling book Good to Great:
Why Some Companies Make the Leap and Others Don't. Collins conducted research on 11 companies that
had “made the leap” and chronicled why “good is the enemy of great.” Of the 11 “great” companies that
Collins profiled in his wildly popular book, most are not so great a decade and a half later:
+ Circuit City, one of the most successful companies profiled in the book, went out of business in 2009,
buried by competition from Best Buy and online retailers.
+ Fannie Mae (the Federal National Mortgage Association) had to be bailed out by the government
during the mortgage crisis, and is seen by many as contributing to the cause of the crisis in the first
place.
+ Pitney Bowes was half its 2001 market cap in 2012.
When listening to old radio broadcasts of the end of World War II, I didn’t hear the words “that a
great victory had been achieved”; rather there was great humility in the voices on the radio broadcasts that
stated that this terrible war and great loss of life on all sides had ended and that Americans could finally
return to normal life. By the fall of 1945, Americans had endured 16 years of hardship, stretching back
through the Depression. The results of these hardships created “The Greatest Generation” in which
greatness was measured not because of their success but because of their character.
We now live in a culture of the Big Me, a culture of meritocracy where we promote ourselves and
a social media culture where we broadcast highlight reels of our lives. What’s lost is the more balanced
view, that we are splendidly endowed but also broken. And without that view, the whole logic of
character-building falls apart. You build your career by building on your strengths, but you improve your
character by trying to address your weaknesses.
“So perhaps our culture needs a rebalance. The romantic culture of self-glorification has to be
balanced with an older philosophic tradition, based on the realistic acknowledgment that we are all made
of crooked timber and that we need help to cope with our own tendency to screw things up. That great
tradition and body of wisdom was accidentally tossed aside in the late 1940s. It’s worth reviving and
modernizing it.” (David Brooks “The Road to Character”)
As a church, we should also focus on goodness, not greatness! As a pastor, I try to measure
success by growing good people rather than growing a great church.
So are we doing justice, seeking the will of God in everything we do? Do we love faithfulness,
living out the covenant with God we made in our baptism? And are we walking humbly, paying attention
to what God is doing in our lives and in the world around us? And lastly, Micah says, being good means
walking humbly with our God (v. 8). The Hebrew word hasenea means more than simple modesty and
humility, however. It implies attentiveness, or paying attention to God. The people are to watch God for
what is good and not do their own thing and call it good.
That's what the Lord requires of us.

SERMON THEMES
Lent is a time both for moving apart and for coming together. We move apart from common daily rituals,
sometimes into solitude, in order to reflect on our lives and our relationship with God. We also come together, for it
is often through and with others that we come to know God and the power of God=s grace and ourselves in fresh
ways. We will also journey thrrough the Hebrews Scriptures discovering how God speaks to us through the great
Old Testament stories. God faithfulness reminds us that we are people of the covenant.

March
March 1, 2017 Ash Wednesday
March 5, 2017 - 1st Sunday of Lent - “Tempted to be like God” - Matthew 4:1-11 - We, like all of
humankind, are subject to temptation. Jesus' victory over temptation provides us with hope that we, too,
can resist our bondage to sin and death.
March 8, 2017 - 6:00pm Wednesday Lenten program - “Everything happens for a reason.”
March 12, 2017 - 2nd Sunday of Lent - “New Birth - Eternal Life” - John 3:1-17 - We realize the
entrance into the kingdom of God requires a new birth - a birth “of the Spirit.” (Scout Sunday)
March 15, 2017 - 6:00pm Wednesday Lenten program - “God helps those who help themselves.”
March 19, 2017 - 3rd Sunday of Lent - “This Is the Messiah?” - John 4: 5-42 - We realize Jesus comes
to us, defining us, rather than our coming to him.
March 22, 2017 - 6:00pm Wednesday Lenten program - “God won’t give you more that you can
handle.”
March 26, 2017 - 4th Sunday of Lent - “You, Christ's Light” - Ephesians 5:8-14 - We realize that in
Christ, we are to live as lights to the world, because we belong to the light of the world.
March 29, 2017 - 6:00pm Wednesday Lenten program - “God said it! I believe it! That settles it!”

Sun

Mon

Wed

Tue
1

Ash Wednesday
8:30-10 am TOPS (1R)
12 pm Ash Wednesday
Service (SA)

Fri

Thu
2

3

5 -5:30 pm Youth
Praise Choir

8 am Food Pantry Setup
4-4:45 pm Briarwood

6:30 pm Finance (FH)

Sat
4

Sing-A-Long

7 :00 pm Chancel Choir

5

6

7

8:30 Joyful Noise
8:45 am Prayer w/Pastor
9:30 am Worship
11 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Boy Scouts

1:30 pm Bible Study
(Heckman)
7 pm Chancel Bell Choir

6:30 pm SPRC (FH) 8:30-10 am TOPS (1R)

12 Daylight Savings Time

13

SCOUT SUNDAY
8:30 am UMW (FH)

8:30 am Joyful Noise
9:30 am Worship
11 am Sunday School
12-2 pm YMYF (YR)

8
6-7 pm Lenten Supper/
Service (FH)

After worship - UMYF
Brunch FWldraiser (FH)
5 pm Scouts (DS)

14

15
8:30-10 am TOPS (1R)

1:30 pm Bible Study
(Heckman)
7 pm Chancel Bell Choir

6-7 pm Lenten Supper/
Service (FH)
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

1pm Mary Martha Circle

17 St. PaJrick 'sDay

7:45 am KH VolW1teers

-Incredible Kid Day
North Ward
1pm Sarah Circle (FH/K'I)

Praise Choir (DS)
6:30 pm Ad Board(TR)

11

18

*'

8 am Food Pantry Setup

10am Food Pantry
Committee (FH)

7 pm Music Club (FH/KI)

20

21

& Chancel Bell Choir
8:45 am Prayer w/Pastor
9:30 am Worship
11 am Sunday School

1:30 pm Bible Study
(Heckman)
7 pm Chancel Bell Choir

22

23

8:30-10 am TOPS (1R)

1:30 pm Bible Study
(Heckman)
7 pm Chancel Bell Choir

27

430-730 pm Girl Scouts (TRI

16

5 -5:30 pm Youth

(FH)

26 8:30 am Joyful Noise

Newsletter Deadline

10
8 am Food Pantry Setup

7 :15 pm Chancel Choir

430-730 pm Girl Scouts (TRI
DS)

19 8:30 am Joyful Noise
8:45 am Prayer w/Pastor
9:30 am Worship

9
5 -5:30 pm Youth
Praise Choir

6-7 pm Lenten Supper/
Service (FH)
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

28

29
8:30-10 am TOPS (1R)
5 pm Scouts (DS)
6-7 pm Lenten Supper/
Service (FH)
7:15 pm Chancel Choir

24
8 am Food Pantry Setup

25

31
8 am Food Pantry Setup

Location Key

5 -5:30 pm Youth
Praise Choir

30
9 am Men's Fellowship(FH)

5 -5:30 pm Youth Praise
Choir

DS - Downstairs
FH - Fellowship Hall
KT - Kitchen
LB - Library
SA - Sanctuary
TP -Tops Room
YR - Youth

BIRTHDAYS

2-Geoff Spohn, Cory Kasprzyk, Chris Anderson
6-Harry Smith
16-Kalyn Salisbury
17-

Sarah VanOrder Myers

ANNIVERSARIES

18-Jeff McElwee
19-Lisa Moore
20-Mandy Daniels
21-Megan James
23-Lyn McQuaid
25-Dick Randels
26-Abigail Hall
27-JoAnne Giles
29-Bob Leslie
30-Sarah Waigand

1-Gene & Wende Wood
8-Jeff & Diane McElwee
14-Terry & Donna Skoglund
26- Bill & Tita Balgoyen
31-Tom & Jan Tuffelmire

How cool is it that the same God that created the mountains and oceans and galaxies looked at you
and thought the world needed one of you too!

JR. CHURCH
Our Junior Church leaders spend time each week preparing lessons and leave Sunday morning worship
early along with their helpers to teach their students.
At this time, there is a lack of students who regularly attend Junior Church. Because of this, we are
suspending Junior Church. If we find that we have more four-year-olds to fourth-grade students
later, Junior Church will resume.
Currently students receive activity pages at Young People’s Time. There will also be some bags with
additional student activities available.

Communion and Project of the month is the “Camperships.”
Offering change and Penny Jar will continue to go towards Ministry Shares.

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 12.

Ash Wednesday Service, March 1 (Wednesday) – AUMC Sanctuary 12:00 p.m.
Allegan United Methodist Church Lenten Suppers and Service - Fellowship Hall
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
There will be a simple supper and then video segment from
“Half Truths” and closing worship.
Date
March 8 (Wednesday)
March 15 (Wednesday)
March 22 (Wednesday)
March 29 (Wednesday)

Supper Hosted By
Sarah Circle
SonShine Circle
Campers
Ron and Lori Evans

The Chancel Choir has some fun things coming up. March 12 we are all going together to sing at
Burnips UMC and Monterey Center UMC. We will be out of our services here in Allegan that one
Sunday. Please pray for our safe travel and that God’s word will go through us and reach the people
in the congregations where we will be singing and beyond.
On April 9, Palm Sunday, we will be joining the First Congregational Church for an evening worship
and musical service at AUMC where the choirs from both church choirs will be singing together. We
hope you will come and worship through music and God’s word for this special Palm Sunday Service.
More information will be in the April newsletter.

2017 PENTWATER FAMILY CAMP
It’s time to start thinking about FAMILY CAMP. This years’ camp is scheduled for July 1 – 8. Please
consider spending all or part of the week with other church families on the sunny shores of Lake
Michigan near Pentwater. Let us know if you have any ideas or can help with any activities for the
week. Call Hanford and Eilene Brink (673-6031) if you have any questions.
We will be having a planning meeting sometime soon. Watch for more information. Do you have a high
school or college graduate in your family this year?
Do you have a high school or college graduate in your family this year? Please notify the
church office so they can be recognized. The phone number is 269/673-4236.

BIBLE STUDY -- ALL AGES -- EVERY SUNDAY!
You probably know that we have Sunday School for our young people at AUMC but did you know that
we have Bible Study for adults every week? We study the Bible from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the
back of the Fellowship Hall. You are welcome if…
*You have never studied the Bible before.
*You are a Biblical Scholar.
*You want to do an in-depth study every week.
*You don’t have time or energy to study during the week.
Whatever your circumstances, you are welcome to join us. Come get to know God better by studying
His word.

ministering to women, children, and youth
Would you be willing and able to be secretary for the UMW board? We meet about 7 Sunday
mornings a year. The job includes taking the minutes and keeping the year’s records.
There are many upcoming events and areas of interest. Spring Fling is March 25 at Western’s
Wesley Center. This is a chance to tour the Wesley Center at Western Michigan University. Keep
Making Peace- Confronting Michigan’s Climate Change is April 1 at University UMC East Lansing. (I
plan to drive and am looking for people to go with me.) There is the Spiritual Growth Retreat at
Crystal Springs April 28-29. You can go for the overnight or just Saturday. It would make a good
Circle/friend outing.
Our purpose is……”to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church…”

uth

events
Who: AUMC Youth Group
(Teaming up with Plainwell/Otsego youth groups through TeenServe)

What: Mission trip 2017
Tasks: Paint, Fix, Build, Clean, Etc. No experience necessary!
Where/When:

Central Ohio I Sun. July 9-Sat. July 15

Cost:

$425

(The money goes toward: devotional program booklet, food, t-shirt, paying the 912 person staff that runs the camp, inspirational speaker, worship band, and the
use of the school. The TeenServe directors do not receive a salary
from TeenServe.)
Our goal is to have everyone who wants to participate has the opportunity to do
so. We are doing some fundraising. Pastor Bob said we'd make the money happen
f or youth who are helping in the fundraising efforts. So if you're interested but
don't have the cash, come help with the fundraising efforts and we'll make it work!
Our next big fundraiser will be a "Brunch" following worship on Sunday, March 19.
Please come enjoy fellowship, brunch and support our mission trip!

* Contact Beth Ann Delaet to say if you're interested or not.

UIVIYF IVIISSION
TRIP

(616) 690-1294 Cell/Text

Food Pantry -- 2017 Report
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

2016 Visits

No. of People

2016 Visits

# Of
People

374
270
248
252
307
347
327
330
376
385
361
354
3,931

96
85

297
290

109
85
81
78
100
108
100
111
121
114
131
113
1,251

181

577

# Of
Kids
115
109

224

Total Number of New Households YTD
2016

120 Total

2017

103 YTD



Financial: The Food Pantry has $575.11 in the account.



Emergency Food: Several families have contacted the Allegan County Community Foundation in need
of food within the last few months. The three food pantries in Allegan have agreed to be available oncall on Fridays. The Foundation will contact the designated pantry and the Food Pantry Committee has
volunteers available. Each pantry will decide which Friday they will take.



Food Pantry Celebration: The date has been set for April 23rd. This is a time that we say thank you
to all our volunteers and for the donations we receive. Please watch for details.



Donations: We have received the following non-perishable food items for January and February (so
far): 20 cans of cream of mushroom soup, 20 cans of cream of chicken soup, 3 5-lb bags of potatoes,
39 jars of peanut butter, 20 boxes of crackers, 11 3-lb bags of potatoes, 15 jars/cans of spaghetti
sauce, 30 salad dressing, 19 1/2 gallons of milk, 10 cans of pasta, 5 boxes of cereal, 3 loaves of bread,
10 cans of pork & beans and 20 miscellaneous items.



March Food Drive: Ketchup and Pork & Beans

Looking Ahead
Mar. 9, 6:30, NW Music
Program at the PAC
Mar. 16, Absolutely Incredible
Kid Day (volunteers needed at
school by 7:45 to pass out
pencils)
Mar. 22, 2 Hr. Early Release
April 3-7, Spring Break
April 10, School Resumes
North Ward Students Are Absolutely Incredible
NW students have a “word of the month” and are challenged to show positive
characteristics of that word. In January 2017, the word of the month was
“Accountability.” At a monthly assembly, students who showed this characteristic
are recognized by their teacher, principal and student body. Forty-one students
were recognized and four of them were KH students. Congrats to Tristyn, Lexi,
Davin and Ke’Jaun. KH students in previous months who were honored were
Donovan, Joseclyn and Tyler. The word for February is Excellence. Of course ALL
of NW students are STARS as they strive to Show Kindness, Take Responsibility,
Always Safe, and Respect All.
The NW staff makes education a priority. The students and staff have been
recognized by the State of Michigan in closing the academic gaps in the subject
areas of reading and math. Congratulations North Ward School.
KHUSA thinks all of the NW students and staff are Absolutely Incredible too and
will show our appreciation by giving a KHUSA pencil to everyone on Thursday
morning, March 16.
Let Perseverance be your engine and Hope your fuel. H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Karen Rambadt, Kids Hope USA Director

Awhile back I read “Forgiven” which is the story of the mother of the Nickel Mines
school shootings. With great passion, heartache and humbleness, she shared how
she felt about the amazing forgiveness the Amish extended to her and her family.
That forgiveness changed her life forever. After the shootings, the Amish homes
were surrounded with horse and buggies of folks coming to comfort and embrace
those who had lost a child and brought strength to those children were injured. In
contrast, the home of the shooter’s family was invaded by police searching for
reasons why this young father committed this horrific act. His family was in great
pain and disbelief as they did not see this coming. Shortly after the shootings, the
Amish bishop proclaimed immediate forgiveness to the family of the shooter.
Many questioned “How can mercy be extended for such a crime?” “How can you
simply forgive once and for all?” Those are really thought provoking questions that
I think we might all ask. In Psalm 88:6 it says “You have put me in the lowest pit, in
the darkest depths.” I am very sure this is where the shooter’s family was, and
yet forgiveness was given to them through the beliefs and grace of the Amish
people. All of us, at one time or another, have been forgiven and experienced the
feeling of a burden being lifted off of us. Accepting forgiveness is not always easy
as it means we admit we were wrong, and that can be a bitter pill to swallow. For
me, the harder part of truly forgiving is erasing the scar on my heart. How does
one heal from a heart-hurt? We know God forgives us for all our sins, and I am
sure it is a sin for me to carry these scars.

Dear God, please help all of us who carry scars on our hearts to find your healing
grace and let the pain and hurt go away.
Judy

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
March 2017
BIBLE STUDY
This group meets every
week on Monday at 1:30
p.m. the home of Chic
Heckman.
Come join us!
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE

Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Club - Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies Missions
Pop Tops from cans- Burn
Center in Chicago
Village Market Receipts
North Ward Elementary
- Last month for
NW receipts!

ACOLYTES
5 - Abby Hall
Summer Morrison
12 - Audrey Brink
Olivia Wiley
19 - Ryan Brink
Allison Wiley
26 - Ellie Wooster
Kara Wooster
COMMUNION SERVERS
5 - Nancy Armintrout
Ireland Armintrout
Kevin & Beth Ann DeLaet

NURSERY
5 - Janet Earle, Abby Hall
12 - Joyce Brink
19 - Kristy Milbocker
26 - JoAnne Giles

PIANISTS
5 - Wende Wood
12 - Amanda Blom
19 - Ireland Armintrout
26 - Jacque James

SOUND
FELLOWSHIP TIME
Mary Martha

512 19 26 -

Hanford Brink
Hanford Brink
Ed Garvin
Tim Borgman

GREETERS

Thanks to Leslie Johnson for the
lovely floral arrangements
for our tables in Fellowship Hall.

5 - Vern and Bonnie Olcott
Tom and Jan Tuffelmire
12 - Jim and Vicki Sebright
Heather Weeks
Hunter Weeks
19 - Lane and Mindy Sturman
family
Bill and Tita Bolgoyen
26 - Sue Thiel
Tina Thiel
LITURGIST

God promises a safe landing,
not a calm voyage.

5 - DeLaet family
12 - Alex Foune
19 - Alex Foune
26 - Cathy Foune

USHERS
5 - Cindy Thiele
Lois Giles
12 - Patrick & Leslie Ballard
19 - Joan Rininger
Tina Thiel
26 - Mike & Virginia Conklin

VIDEO
5 - Barb Gibson
12 - Bobby Tremaine
19 - Clyde DeLaet
Naomi DeLaet
26 – Bobby Tremaine

