The 2017 Michigan Annual Conference blesses ‘a new thing’
(An Article from Kay DeMoss, editor, from our new magazine MICONNECT)
New location! New bishop! New Conference on the horizon! The Michigan
Annual Conference promised to make history and it did during its session in Acme,
Michigan, June 1-4, 2017. On Thursday, June 1, Bishop David Bard presided over his first
Annual Conference session since his appointment to the Michigan Area last July in Peoria,
IL. As soon as the session was “organized,” the bishop welcomed Design Team Co-Chair, Rev. Marsha
Woolley, to the microphone. Her report began, “We have come to believe we are, indeed, better together.”
She and colleague, Rev. Dr. Glenn Wagner, summarized the vision, model, and focus of the plan coming
to the Conference for approval. Then Woolley concluded, “At a time when it seems more comfortable to
maintain the status quo, we choose to do a new thing.” Two years of meetings and listening sessions
around the state separated her moment at the podium from the moment the new Michigan Conference was
conceived two years ago. On “Count Day,” June 10, 2015, announcement was made: “The vote is Detroit
Conference 718 yes and 75 no; West Michigan 551 yes and 83 no. We have discerned that now is the time
for our two annual conferences to become one!”
Steps toward union, No longer are decisions being made by two annual conferences separated by
several days and many miles. As in 2016, the Detroit and West Michigan Annual Conferences met at the
same site this year. Unlike 2016, members came together for a common experience separated only by the
color of their voting cards. And when those cards were raised at 7:45 pm Saturday evening, June 3, the
promise made two years ago was sealed. A Plan of Organization, with no amendments, had been adopted
that will enable the Design Team, Cabinet, Committees on Nomination and others to take steps toward
union as the Michigan Conference come January 1, 2019. A comment before the vote by the Rev.
Kenneth Bigham-Tsai, summed up the mood of the house: “Let’s approve this today so that we have our
new annual conference and can move on with all details. The purpose of this plan is to get ministry off the
top of the hierarchy into the grassroots.” Other major legislation also focused on Design Team proposals:
1) adoption of the Nine-District Recommendation; 2) approval for creation of a Legal and Financial Task
Force to take next steps in implementation of the Nine District Plan; and 3) adoption of a comprehensive
9-point Pension and Health Benefits package for the new Michigan Conference. Other action items Social
Action items were few this year by request of Conference planners. The Detroit Conference affirmed the
biblical call to be peacemakers, including restriction of first-use of nuclear weapons. Two Detroit
Conference items, calling for clergy adherence to the Book of Discipline regarding matters of human
sexuality, were defeated.
Significant time was spent on Saturday discussing and voting on five amendments to the
Constitution of The United Methodist Church coming from the 2016 General Conference. Items were
presented by Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue (Detroit) and Nichea Ver Veer Guy (West Michigan), chairpersons
of Michigan’s General Conference delegations. Following questions and debate, clergy and lay members
in full connection voted on the amendments by written ballot. Focus of the five amendments: Gender
Equality: declares men and women are of equal value in the eyes of God; Inclusion in Membership:
amends Par. 4 to add gender, ability, age, and marital status to list of things that do not bar people from
membership; Delegate Elections: requires open nominations from the floor of annual conference for
election of delegates to General, Jurisdictional and Central conferences; Election of Central Conference
Bishops: must be elected at a regular, not an extra, session unless an unexpected vacancy occurs; Bishop
Accountability: provides for Council of Bishops to hold individual bishops accountable. Now complaints
are handled in the region where a bishop is elected. There was considerable discussion on amendments 1
and 2 with no discussion on the other three. Conference was not informed of the vote count. Ballots will
be canvassed by the Council of Bishops and the Detroit and West Michigan conference votes will be
added to those of every other United Methodist Annual Conference. In order to become church law, a
constitutional amendment must receive a 2/3s majority of all Annual Conference votes cast. The Council
of Bishops will announce the results after all Annual Conferences have returned their ballots.

Summer Sermon Series: The Gospel in Disney
This series of messages will look at the Gospel themes in popular modern Disney movies – themes that
come straight from the teachings of Jesus. Whether you are 4 or 94, join us for a look at the Gospel
message in a brand new way, through the images and music of Disney.
JULY 2, 2017 (SUNDAY SERVICE)
Pocahontas

"BE AT PEACE"
Despite her position in society, Pocahontas chose to do something. The spirit of God gave her strength
and courage to stand up for Peace!
Bible Text: Jeremiah 6:16, Matthew 25:35-40, Matthew 5:43-44
Series: The Gospel in Disney

JULY 9, 2017 (SUNDAY SERVICE)
The Hunchback of Notre Dame

On second thought, to call The Hunchback of Notre Dame’s Christian message secret would be a bit of an
exaggeration. Christian imagery is everywhere in this film. The movie opens with the main villain trying
to kill the protagonist as a baby, only to be stopped by a Church deacon who invokes the true power of the
Holy Spirit. Later on, the film’s heroine sings a song in which she talks to God and reminds viewers what
prayer really looks like. Even the villain clashes with faith, wrongly believing his piety makes him a
better Christian than everyone else. When it comes to Disney movies, you won’t find one that
incorporates God more than The Hunchback of Notre Dame.
Bible Text: Luke 18:9-14, Proverbs 31:8-9
Series: The Gospel in Disney

July 16, 2017
Matthew 13:24-30 36-43
Cinderella is All About Grace

When it comes to strong female heroines, Cinderella can usually be found somewhere near the bottom of
the list. For years she’s been accused of being a pushover, someone who just lets herself be bossed around
and never does nothing to help herself. Why should she get a happy ending? Shouldn’t those only go to
the people who deserve them? Well, that’s not what Jesus said. The Bible is, in essence, a story of God’s
grace, and the whole point of grace is that’s its undeserved. In fact, Jesus told several parables to

illustrate how his grace didn’t depend on good works. Just like Cinderella, humanity did not deserve the
blessings they received. We may scoff when the fairy godmother makes Cinderella beautiful, but the truth
is Christ does the exact same thing for us.
Series: The Gospel in Disney

JULY 23, 2017 (SUNDAY SERVICE)
Aladdin

A WHOLE NEW WORLD
It would be nice for each of us to have a Genie that provides every wish we could ever have, yet like
Aladdin we face those same problems of self-actualization and fulfillment.
Bible Text: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Series: The Gospel in Disney

July 30, 2017
The Little Mermaid—Psalm 8:3-4

Ariel is fascinated with humans. After falling in love with Prince Eric, she wants to become a human, and
gets the chance to be human for three days. What’s so special about being human? The Psalmist asks it
this way: “What is man that thou art mindful of him?” God, apparently, is also fascinated with humans,
giving Jesus the chance to be human for about 30 years. Jesus not only shows us who God is, Jesus shows
us what God wishes humans to be. Becoming human was the way Jesus affirmed God’s love for us, and
our lasting value.

AD BOARD REPORTS 6/15/17
Boy Scouts – Joan Rininger –
In a little over a month many of Troop 91’s scouts will be on the Boundary Waters trip beginning in Minnesota! The
group fund raisers were all a success.
Noah Festerling completed his Eagle Scout project. The new fire ring and memorial brick surround located at the
American Legion Hall was used on Sunday, June 11, in honor of Flag Day. The ceremony included the dedication of
Noah’s project and the burning of old flags was done by Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Cub Scouts. This is a very moving
ceremony – one flag is cut in pieces and the meaning of each strip and star is explained by a Scout. Channel 3 News
showed some of the ceremony and an interview with Noah on two different broadcasts Sunday!
There is a request for Cub Scout Pack 3026 to meet twice a month for one hour before Troop 91’s regular meeting. This
has been discussed and approved by Willard Jennings (Trustees) and Pastor Bob Lynch. It will be open for discussion, if
needed, at the June 15 Administrative Board meeting.

Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
•

•
•

FINANCIAL: The pantry has $2,793.85 in our account. An order needs to be placed for non-perishable food and
personal items shortly.
FREEZER: The small (13.7 cu ft) freezer is no longer working and we are in desperate need of a new one.
CEREAL PICKUP: Next cereal pick up on Wednesday, June 28, at 10:00 a.m. Another 238 boxes will be
coming.

Kids Hope - Karen Rambadt –
June 5 was the end of the year party for KH students. About 65 people enjoyed dinner and Binder Park zoo travel
mobile. Fifth graders were honored and given a Graduation certificate. All students received three books, a pencil and a
Beany baby.
We are still in need of a KH Director.

Living Faith Committee – Will meet Tuesday, June 20, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Membership - Judy Jennings - Membership is at 307 with the addition of Lori Evans.
SPRC –

We are still looking for a Kids Hope Director and Bell Choir Director.

Trustee – Don Forster –

Still waiting for the roofing contractor. We will be updating Fellowship Hall.

UMYF – UMYF is off for the summer; we do have our mission trip coming up in July; contact Beth Ann DeLaet for
further information. June 24 is the UMYF picnic at Jaycee Park starting around noon.
In September when school starts up again, Bobby will be dividing the Middle School and the High School groups. The
Middle School group will meet on the first Sunday of the month and the High School group will meet on the third Sunday
of the month. There will also be joint group activities through the coming year.

UMW – Cindy Thiele –
Worship - Judy Jennings –

Lenten season was reviewed. Discussed new summer sermon series “The
Gospel in Disney.” The next meeting August 30 at 6:00 p.m.

4 - Vicki Sebright
7 - Harry Tibbitts
10 - Sally Adams
12 - Tita Balgoyen
Kristen Giles
13 - Joan Rininger
Leah Van Order
14 - Christianna Trutsch
15 - Kris Blackburn, Erika Brower
16 - Amelia Keel
Kara Dangremond
20 - Libby Geurink, Lauren Lynch Greenhalgh
22 - Marlene Milhiem
Mike Conklin
Becky Rininger
23 - Linda Flynn
Sara Ramaker
26 - Mark Brink
Nancy Brink
Audrey Brink
Jacob DeBruyne
27 - Doug Brink
29 - Pat Philley, Jeffrey Griffin
30 - P.J. McQuaid

5-Matt & Kristy Milbocker
20-Arlene & Andy Branham

Food Pantry -- 2017 Report
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

2016 Visits

No. of People

109
85
81
78
100
108
100
111
121
114
131
113
1,251

374
270
248
252
307
347
327
330
376
385
361
354
3,931

2017 Visits

173 Total

2017

# Of
Kids

96
104
95
86
116
99

297
347
282
254
373
262

115(thru 1/31)
129(thru 2/28)
85(thru 3/31)
101(thru 4/30)
153(thru 5/31)
106(thru 6/24)

596

1,815

689

Total Number of New Households YTD
2016

# Of
People

158 YTD

July 2017
•

Freezer: Just in case you were not aware one of our freezers stopped working, but the
Administrative Board has approved for us to purchase a new one. The order will be
placed as soon as possible.

•

Allegan Homeless Solutions: Is sponsoring an event on July 20, entitled “A Call to
Change...A Summit on Homelessness in Allegan County.” A few have signed up for this
event.
If you are interested in attending, please register online at:
acalltochange.eventbrite.com

•

Food Star Software: The software is working great and our volunteers have adapted
quickly to the new process. The handwritten instructions need to be finalized, so it will
be easier for everyone. We will place an order for a new desk by July 1.

•

Wednesday Food Pantry: We are all set, as far as volunteers. The evening hours begin
July 26. Thank you to everyone who has signed up to volunteer. A schedule will be set
and placed on our bulletin board by July 1.

•

Stuff the Bus: Our pantry benefits a lot from this food drive. The drive will be held
again at Save-A-Lot in Allegan on July 13 (3-7), 14 (11-3) and 15 (9-4). Please come
and shop one of these days.

•

Donations: May: 7 boxes of cereal, 25 soup, 22 bars of soap, 12 ketchup, 9 ½ gallons of
milk, 3 baby food. June (so far) 7 Pasta Sauce, 14 packages of pasta, 13.5 gallons of
milk, 32 salad dressings, 46 ketchup, 100 soup, 3 cereal, 4 cans of pineapple, 19
miscellaneous, 7 jars of spaghetti sauce, 13 packages of pasta, 3 pkgs. of Hamburger
Helper, 4 pkgs cocoa mix, 1 pkg. navy beans, 1 cast iron skillet chocolate chip cookie
mix, 1 pkg. vanilla wafers.

•

Volunteer Hours: May hours totaled to: 345.25

•

July Food Drive: Toilet Paper

Communion and Project of the month is the “MINISTRY SHARES.”
Offering change and Penny Jar will continue to go towards Ministry Shares.

There is a sign-up sheet for summer special music in Fellowship Hall.
There are openings for July 16 and August 6, 13, 20, 27 as well as September 3, 10.
You can also contact Ellen Bierlein or Jacque James.
We are still in need of a Kids Hope Director. Pick up an application in the church office from
Linda. If you have any questions about the job, call Karen @ 673-8131.

Dear Church Family,
I am truly blessed by your loving support during my illness. Your prayers, cards, calls and food
have been greatly appreciated. Thank you so much.
I am home now – Allegan only – under Allegan Home Care. Different therapists come almost every
day so I can’t be at the Lake.
P.S. Another blessing from my church! The prayer shawl which was received yesterday, and I am now
wearing, certainly does remind me of God’s constant love and warmth.
Ever grateful, Bonnie Olcott

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 16-20
6:15-8:00 p.m.
For ages Preschool – entering 5th grade
Our theme is “Mighty Fortress”! Our focus is outreach to
as many children as possible, whether they attend AUMC,
another church, or no church at all. Please pray about inviting
little ones you know and offering them transportation.
A sign-up sheet to help for VBS is in Fellowship Hall.

United Methodist Women
An Evening of Mission was held at The Hartford UMC with the keynote
speaker Jane White of the Michigan Human Trafficking Task Force
Wednesday. It is a well-known fact that US-I94 is a corridor for
trafficking. Also, there were many informational displays on the many other
programs and issues supported by UMW. Inspiration and information filled
the evening.

The next opportunity for women –and their kids/grandkids—is Mission U at
Albion College July 13-15. This is a 3-day event of study and fellowship. The
Bible study is “Living as a Covenant Community” and the two other class
choices are Climate Justice and Missionary Conferences. There are full
scholarships available—and kids go free! We are looking for more gals to go
with Sari and myself. Please give me a call with any questions you have
about going on this 3-day educational get away.
Cindy 673-4514

