FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR
REV. ROBERT LYNCH

“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who
shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a
just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations” (Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address)
Watching the Inauguration last week caused me to reflect on the legacy this country provides to its
citizens and the world. Despite the polarization and the division that continues to exist among us, we still
stand as a model for the world for democratic stability and respect for tolerance and peaceful coexistence.
Despite the extremely negative and at times hate-filled rhetoric of the campaign, fake news reports and
internet hacking from foreign countries, we need to take Lincoln’s inaugural’s words to heart! Having
lived in other countries where power is not transferred and in which "death squads" control political
leaders and thought, I do not feel that average Americans realize the impact of free elections and respect
for elected officials.
The other legacy which we take for granted is the power and freedom to disagree. I remember an
experience I had with a teacher from Guatemala. We were sitting, having lunch at a local restaurant,
when I asked him in Spanish what was really going on in his country with everyone disappearing and
union leaders being murdered. His face turned very pale! He looked at me very coldly, changed the
subject and replied for me to finish eating my lunch. Afterwards, when we had left the public lunch area,
he told me how dangerous it was for him and for me to speak that way in public. We could easily have
been identified as subversives and found ourselves in serious trouble. With the freedom and ability to
speak openly, I never realized the privilege it is to have that freedom. It is only when it is taken away
from you that you realize the gift.
It continues to amaze me of the importance of not taking for granted the incredible freedoms we
have and to see the importance of continuing the gift of dialogue. Now is the time as a nation to see the
importance of healing wounds and bringing people together. Now is the time as a nation to see the
importance of talking to and with people and not at people. Even though we may disagree and even argue
over issues, now is the time to see the importance of the dialogue as part of the fabric of society and
formation of human dignity for civilization.
Let us pray to God in the midst of diversity to bring our government leaders to lift up unity
and reject the “love of power” and recognize through God’s Grace the “power of love.”
May our coming together help us live the common life
In which our differences enrich us rather than divide us!
Where our mistakes unite us in forgiveness rather than
Exclude us in judgment!
Our goal is to serve rather than to be served. Amen

SERMON THEMES
We are in the season of the Epiphany, meaning “manifestation” or “revelation” of Christ. Jesus the Christ is not
something that we discovered, but rather is God's unique means of discovering us. We could not find God in our
groping, so God, in great grace, found us.
We are down to 2 simple phrases! They sound Christian—like something you might find in the Bible. We’ve all
heard these words. Maybe we’ve said them. They capture some element of truth, yet they miss the point in
important ways. Join in searching for the whole truth by comparing common Christian clichés to the message and
ministry of Jesus. The clichés include:
•
•

God said it, I believe it, that settles it.(Jan29th)
Love the sinner, hate the sin.(Feb5th)

January 29, 2017 Half Truths: “God Said It! I Believe It! That Settles It!”- Deuteronomy 23:12-14
we will embrace an understanding of the Bible as a complex document that must be interpreted, using the
teachings of Jesus as the standard against which all scriptures must be measured!

February
February 5, 2017 - “Half Truths: “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin” - Matthew 7:1-5 - We will
embrace the understanding that we are called to live under the reign of love! (Boy Scout Sunday)
February 12, 2017 - “Driving Directions” - Deuteronomy 30:15-20 - We realize driving in unfamiliar
territory -- a different city, state or country -- can be a harrowing experience. Just ask Moses.
February 19, 2017 - “God's Life-App” - Psalm 119:33-40 - We realize Life has a million wicked tricks
for increasing stress, but now, with the right app, a smartphone can be a tool to help reduce stress and find
calm.
February 26, 2017 - “Jesus and His Cross-Cultural Shift” - Matthew 17:1-9 - We realize tourists and
expats understand the meaning of culture shock or cross-cultural problems. In his transfiguration, Jesus
portends a cross-cultural shift, one that will rock the world.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
February 2017
ACOLYTES
BIBLE STUDY
This group meets every
week on Monday at 1:30
p.m. the home of Chic
Heckman.
Come join us!

5 - Abby Hall
Summer Morrison
12 - DeLaet children
19 - Alex Foune
Morgan Foune
26 - Tara LeMaire
Chase Milbocker
COMMUNION SERVERS

LITURGIST
5 - Joan Rininger
12 - Joan Rininger
19 - Barb Gibson
26 - Bobby Tremaine

NURSERY
5 - Katie Anderson
12 - Patty Anderson
19 - Jill LeMaire
26 - Lisa Campeau

5 - Bobby Tremaine
Irene Waanders
Willard and Judy Jennings
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE

Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Club - Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies Missions
Pop Tops from cans- Burn
Center in Chicago

Humor
AND When life hands you
lemons…declare them as a
loss on your income tax.

FELLOWSHIP TIME
5 - Janet Earle, Abby Hall
12 - Tom and Lois Giles
19 - DeLaet family
26 - Joyce Brink
Lisa Campeau

GREETERS
5 - Chris Jurkas
Kamry Powell
Jeff Gowens
Barb Simpson
12 - Woodie and Barb Gibson
Jack and Becky Rininger
19 - Al & Jill LeMaire family
Kathi Tice
26 - Willard and Judy Jennings
Laura Weaver
Bailey Weaver
JR. CHURCH
512 19 26 -

No Junior Church
Amy Brink, Ryan Brink
Amy Brink, Ryan Brink
Amy Brink, Ryan Brink

PIANISTS
5 - Wende Wood
12 - Amanda Blom
19 - Lisa Campeau
26 - Patty Anderson

SOUND
512 19 26 -

Ed Garvin
Hanford Brink
Jon Brink
Tim Borgman

USHERS
5 - Jack & Becky Rininger
12 - Tim Borgman
Kevin DeLaet
19 - JoAnne Giles
Lee Heckman
26 - Bill and Tita Balgoyen
VIDEO
5 - Clyde DeLaet
Naomi DeLaet
12 - Tom Lindsley
19 - Bobby Tremaine
26 - Jon Brink

Looking Ahead
Feb. 5

8 a.m. – Fellowship Hall
Mentors &Prayer Partners
Muffins before Church

Feb. 17 No School – Mid Winter
Break
Feb. 22

2-Hour Early Release

An Ode to Kids Hope USA Mentors
When you have a heart for kids
The need to help goes way down deep
To show them love and kindness
And because what we sow will definitely reap
Sharing of our precious time with kids
Is sometimes hard to do
But the sacrifice is worth it
It’s proven to make an impact on them and on you
Some smiles, laughs and praise
Encouragement, a hug or high five
Goes a long way to show Love
To kids who need it to feel alive
Remember you are planting seeds
You may not see the fruits of your labor
But that is where we can shine
When we show unconditional love to your neighbor
So when you approach this next year
As a Kids Hope mentor once again
Just remember who we are doing it for
This will sustain you through till the end
( by Lorie VanWerden)

Karen Rambadt, Kids Hope USA Director

January National Mentoring Month

Muffins with Mentors & Prayer Partners
AUMC Fellowship Hall – Sunday, February 5
The program will begin promptly at 8:00 a.m.
Becky Corbett will be the guest speaker.
RSVP to Karen 673-8131, kram@charter.net or AUMC 673-4236

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
3- Xander Ruis, Angel Ruis
6-Tina Thiel
8-Scott Dangremond
11-Amanda Blom
12-Lee Heckman, Nikki Thiel
16-Alli Dangremond
17-Bill Carr
18-Jon Blackburn

20-Doris Fuller
22-Nathan Giles, Sue Thiel
23-Joshua DeBruyne, Barb Sanborn
24-Jane Dangremond
25-John Cantwell
27-Leonard Barnes, John Watson
28-Sheryl Parrish
29-Sam Armintrout

You can pick up your contribution statements from your mailboxes.

LOOKING AHEAD TO ASH WEDNEDAY!
March 1, Ash Wednesday, Noon Service
AUMC Sanctuary
More information on the Lenten services/suppers next month.

Communion and Project of the month “Refugee and Immigrant Resettlement through Bethany
Christian Services.”
Offering change and Penny Jar will continue to go towards Ministry Shares.

2/12/17 Sunday - Meet at the church to go sledding at 12:00 p.m.
We’ll be back by 3:00 p.m.
2/26/17 Sunday - 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Youth Room

ministering to women, children, and youth
The mission project challenge for 2017 is baby Kimonos!! There are patterns available on the
bulletin board or ask Cindy for a pattern and directions. The kimonos are part of the
mission layette kits.
The UMW board is organizing the Lenten Meals which start March 8. There are still openings
for a group/couple/individuals who would like to serve a meal on Wednesday evening.
UMW Book Review: “Falling into Place” by Hattie Kauffman, first Native American journalist to
file a report on national network, tells her remarkable family story and her return to God. I
know you will enjoy this ‘bestselling’ book.

It’s not too early to look at summer church camps!
Please check out the bulletin board
outside Pastor Bob’s office. The church will help with a scholarship for your child! If they
have never been to a Methodist youth church camp, it’s a wonderful experience to grow in
fellowship and learning about the Lord. Please notify the church office if you sign up your
child.

2016 PENTWATER FAMILY CAMP
Winter won’t last forever, so it’s time to start thinking about FAMILY CAMP which is scheduled
for July 1 – July 8, 2017. There will be lots of fun, fellowship and family time to enjoy. Please
consider joining us for all or part of the week with other church families at Lake Michigan Camp
near Pentwater. Call Hanford and Eilene Brink (673-6031) if you have questions.

Food Pantry -- 2017 Report
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

2016 Visits

No. of People

2016 Visits

# Of
People

374
270
248
252
307
347
327
330
376
385
361
354
3,931

69

141

77

69

141

77

109
85
81
78
100
108
100
111
121
114
131
113
1,251

Total Number of New Households YTD
2016

109 Total

2017

February Food Drive:

69 YTD

Spaghetti Sauce

# Of
Kids

Food Pantry -- Final 2016 Report
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

2015 Visits

No. of People

101
86
106
110
73
98
93
112
115
106
114
85
1,199

348
302
285
384
256
370
319
401
425
408
437
313
4,248

2016 Visits
109
85
81
78
100
108
100
111
121
114
131
113
1,251

# Of
People
374
270
248
252
307
347
327
330
376
385
361
354
3,931

Total Number of New Households YTD
2015

323

2016

258 (thru 12/31/16)

# Of
Kids
148(thru 1/31)
93(thru 2/29)
62(thru 3/31)
81(thru 4/30)
101(thru 5/31)
113(thru 6/30)
121(thru 7/31)
148(thru 8/31)
150(thru 9/30)
162(thru 10/31)
127(thru 11/30)
132(thru 12/31)
1,438

