From the Heart of the Pastor
Rev. Robert Lynch
Allegan UMC Synergy: The Power of Togetherness

Allegan UMC Synergy is based upon a covenant partnership of shared
values and goals for ministry.

The General Rules of the Methodist Church
Wesley knew how difficult it would be for his followers, particularly those recently converted, to live a holy life.
To this end, he created structures and practices that would help foster faithful living in the members of the
Methodist Societies. In 1743 he outlined these practices in the "General Rules," which functioned as a sort
of contract by which group members held one another accountable.
These rules are organized into these three basic categories:
•

Do no harm, “avoiding evil of all kinds”; The taking of the name of God in vain. The profaning
the day of the Lord, either by doing ordinary work therein or by buying or selling! Drunkenness:
buying or selling spirituous liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of extreme necessity.
Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves! Fighting, quarreling, brawling, brother going to law with
brother; returning evil for evil, or railing for railing; the using many words in buying or selling! The
buying or selling goods that have not paid the duty. The giving or taking things on usury—i.e.,
unlawful interest! Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; particularly speaking evil of magistrates
or of ministers! Doing to others as we would not they should do unto us. Doing what we know is not
for the glory of God, as: The putting on of gold and costly apparel. The taking such diversions as
cannot be used in the name of the Lord Jesus. The singing those songs, or reading those books, which
do not tend to the knowledge or love of God! Softness and needless self-indulgence! Laying up
treasure upon earth!

•

Do good, “of every possible sort, and as far as possible, to all;” To their bodies, of the ability
which God giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by clothing the naked, by visiting or helping them
that are sick or in prison. To their souls, by instructing, reproving, or exhorting all we have any
intercourse with; trampling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine that “we are not to do good
unless our hearts be free to it.” By doing good, especially to them that are of the household of faith
or groaning so to be; employing them preferably to others; buying one of another, helping each other
in business, and so much the more because the world will love its own and them only. By all possible
diligence and frugality, that the gospel be not blamed. By running with patience the race which is set
before them, denying themselves, and taking up their cross daily; submitting to bear the reproach of
Christ, to be as the filth and offscouring of the world; and looking that men should say all manner of
evil of them falsely, for the Lord’s sake. It is expected of all who desire to continue in these societies
that they should continue to evidence their desire of salvation,

*
By attending upon all the ordinances of God; such are: The public worship of God. The
ministry of the Word, either read or expounded. The Supper of the Lord! Family and private prayer!
Searching the Scriptures! Fasting or abstinence!
These are the General Rules of our societies; all of which we are taught of God to observe, even in his
written Word, which is the only rule, and the sufficient rule, both of our faith and practice. And all these
we know his Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. If there be any among us who observe them not, who
habitually break any of them, let it be known unto them who watch over that soul as they who must give
an account. We will admonish him of the error of his ways. We will bear with him for a season. But then,
if he repent not, he hath no more place among us. We have delivered our own souls.

SERMON THEMES
Despite facing dreadful religious persecution, the post resurrection church had a common purpose,
a common place and common possessions. They existed in a community in which life was good. It can be
good for us, too, if we take these values to heart.
“May our coming together help us live the Easter/Pentecost life in which our differences enrich us
rather than divide us, where our mistakes unite us in forgiveness rather than exclude us in
judgment, and our goal is to serve rather than to be served. Amen!”

May
May 7, 2017 4th Sunday of Easter - “Signs of Abundant Life” - John 10:1-10 - We will explore
John’s signs of abundant life!
May 14, 2017 Mother’s Day - “People of the Way” - John 14 1-14 - We will explore how Jesus shows
us the way.
May 21, 2017 6th Sunday of Easter - “Jesus’ Mission Statement” - John 14:15-21 - We will explore
the clarity of Jesus’ mission.
May 28, 2017 7th Sunday of Easter - “Pure Paradise” - John 17:1-11 - We will explore Jesus’
Ascension into Heaven!

Food Pantry -- 2017 Report
Month
January
February
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April
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June
July
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November
December
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2016 Visits

No. of People

109
85
81
78
100
108
100
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114
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1,251

374
270
248
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307
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330
376
385
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354
3,931

2017 Visits

# Of
People

# Of
Kids

96
104
95
86

297
347
282
254

115(thru 1/31)
129(thru 2/28)
85(thru 3/31)
101(thru 4/23)

381

1,180

430

Total Number of New Households YTD
2016

135 Total

2017

125 YTD

• Donations: March: 20 cereal; 4 miscellaneous, April: 37 Cereal; 28 soup; 11 gallons of milk; 30 lbs.
of potatoes; 10 boxes of potatoes; 6 dozen eggs; 6 lbs. of onions; 16 5 lbs. of sugar; 1 bottle of honey; 1 bag
of chips; 7 bottles of laundry soup; 2 boxes of instant oatmeal; 1 box of crackers, 2 boxes of mac & cheese
and 26 bottles of salad dressings.
• THANK YOU - to everyone for making our celebration a success on April 23rd. A special thank you goes
to the Committee: Mary Anderson, Arlene Branham, Eilene Brink, Rod Rambadt, Judie Randels and
Joan Rininger, they do so much. Also, to Vicki Walma for her assistance in the kitchen.
•

Volunteer Hours: March hours totaled to: 365

•

May Food Drive: Chicken Noodle Soup

Looking Ahead
May 1-5, NW Staff Appreciation
May 12, Muffins with Misses
volunteers needed at school by
7:00 am
May 17, 2 Hr. Early Release
May 29, Memorial Day (no
school)
June 5, KH Grad/End-of- the Year Party (6 pm in FH)
June 14, Last Day of School

Another six weeks and school will come to an end for another school year. KH has
had a wonderful year making a difference for twenty-six wonderful NW students.
We enjoyed our pizza party in the fall, Christmas party in Dec. and look forward to
our KH Grad/End-of-the-year party in June. Our KH program has had many
opportunities to work with NW staff including Donuts with Dudes, Kindergarten
Round up and Muffins with Misses. We also had many mentors participate as guest
readers for reading month in March.
In June, our fifth grade KH students are given the opportunity to go to Beechpoint
Camp. Every student completing the KH program in fifth grade will receive a $325
scholarship to attend camp right here in Allegan for an entire week starting June
18th. Students who have attended in the past have had a BLAST! We hope our five
NW KH grads this year will take advantage of this experience too.
Please keep our KH students in your prayers for a safe summer. May all of our
students have someone in their lives who will to take time to play, read, listen and
show them unconditional love.

Karen Rambadt, Kids Hope USA Director

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee has been working for ways to support our Ministry Shares for 2017. After
careful review, they have decided on the following activities. We have coordinators for each one and
will be looking for others to assist. If you would like to help, please contact the church office at
673-4236. Please remember this outreach in your prayers.
1.

Swiss Steak Supper Dinner
(Coordinators – Kevin DeLaet, Bobby Tremaine)
(Saturday evening in the fall. Will be open to congregation and community.)

2. Vegetable/Baked Goods Table
(Coordinator – Isabelle DeLaet)
(Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall)
3.

Saturday Morning Breakfast
(Coordinator – Ron Evans)
(Open to congregation and community – Probably the first Saturday of the month)

4.

White Caps Game
(Coordinators – Cathy Foune, Bobby Tremaine)
(July – August time period)
Someone from our group may get to throw out the first pitch!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
July 16 -20

6:15 – 8:00 p.m.

YOUTH CAMPERS

Are your kids attending church camp this summer? The goal is to have the paid-in-full deadline on
May 14. Please register online at www.umcamping.org. The AUMC gives a scholarship of half of the
cost of a campership to each youth attending church camp. The church office will cut a check on
May 15 to cover the scholarships. Thank you!

BOY SCOUT TROOP 91

If anyone has a worn flag that needs proper disposal, please give the flag to the scouts or Joan
Rininger by June 5. Scout Troop 91 and the American Legion will have a formal burning ceremony on
June 11 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at the American Legion Hall on Hooker Road.

Communion and Project of the month is for Discretionary Fund to our youth.
Offering change and Penny Jar will continue to go towards Ministry Shares.

Chancel Choir party is open to our choir and anyone who might like to join
us in the choir!
May 31 – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Red Cross Blood Drive

May 18 – Noon to 5:45 p.m.
Blood donations save lives!
A sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall for items needed.
Questions? Contact Ed Garvin 686-2197

Thursday, May 4, marks the annual National day of Prayer. Always held the first
Thursday of May, the NDP Task force has chosen as the theme this year “For
Your great Name’s sake.” Daniel 9:19 says “O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive. O
Lord, hear and act! For Your sake, O my God”…
Locally a gathering, sponsored by the Allegan Ministerium, will be at noon in front of Allegan City Hall,
112 Locust Street. Everyone who is interested in praying for our Government, our Military, the Media,
Business, Education, Church and Family is invited to attend. We pray because God is sovereign and
nothing comes as a surprise to Him. Whether we face fluctuating economies, threats from abroad,
unrest at home, or other trouble circumstances, our Heavenly Father is not caught unaware. Through
prayer, we are able to tap into His wisdom, strength, protection and peace. He stands ready to
respond to our needs, when we humbly ask for divine intervention in the affairs of men.

We have been Funeral Luncheon co-chairmen for the months of March &
April. We have had three luncheons in a short period of time. We are so
very thankful for the generosity of this church in not only providing needed
food but also working. Everyone has always pulled together and we have
had three very grateful and happy families. The last one could have been
much harder to put together because it was the day before Easter.
However, as usual everyone came through. Thanks so much from the bottom of our hearts.
Nancy & Chic

Thanks to Holiday Floral for donating the Palm Branches for Palm Sunday
worship and all lovely arrangements you provide each week. They help make
our worship services more beautiful.

2-Beth Pierson
3-Virginia Conklin, Mark Giles, Jill McKinley
14-Cathy Foune
15-Nick Brower
18-Jacque James
19-Doug Stewart, Ireland Armintrout
20-Leigh Letson
3-Larry and Lisa Campeau
21-Judy Jennings
22-Aaron Dunning, Jackie Thompson,
Nancy Gibson
25-Dave Foune Jr, Olivia Wiley
28-Tom Dunning
30-Rosalia Speaker
31-Renee Rambadt

5-Carl and Doris Fuller
16-Rick and Ellen Bierlein
22-Jack and Becky Rininger
27-Dan and Lori Barber

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
May 2017
BIBLE STUDY
This group meets every
week on Monday at 1:30
p.m. the home of Chic
Heckman.
Come join us!

ACOLYTES
7 - Abby Hall
Summer Morrison
14 - DeLaet children
21 - Alex Foune
Morgan Foune
28 - Tara LeMaire
Chase Milbocker

WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE

Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Club - Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies Missions
Pop Tops from cans- Burn
Center in Chicago

COMMUNION SERVERS
7 - Joan Rininger
Corlee Harris
Lee Heckman
Ellen Bierlein

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Sarah Circle
GREETERS

I enjoy the world You have
created with its variety and
color. You and what You have
made are awesome, Lord!
HAPPY MAY DAY!!!

7 - Jack and Leslie Johnson
Sari Hammon
Nancy Peabody
14 - Matt and Kristy
Milbocker family
Dawn Allen
21 - June Querback
Kathi Tice
28 - Jerry and Joy Masek
Gene and Wende Wood

LITURGIST
7 - Tori Lindsley
14 - Tom Lindsley
21 - Bobby Tremaine
28 - Sari Hammon

NURSERY
7 - JoAnne Giles
14 - Katie Anderson
21 - Jill LeMaire,
Tara LeMaire
28 - Patty Anderson

PIANISTS
7 - Ireland Armintrout
14 - Amanda Wood
21 - Sari Hammon
28 - Susan Thiel

SOUND
714 21 28 -

Tim Borgman
Ed Garvin
Hanford Brink
Jon Brink

USHERS
7 - Mike and Virginia Conklin
14 - Tim Borgman
Cindy Thiele
21 - Don and Barb Sanborn
28 - Joyce Brink
Ed Garvin
VIDEO
714 21 28 -

Jon Brink
Barb Gibson
Tom Lindsley
Bobby Tremaine

United Methodist Women
I need to tell you about two wonder-filled events I attended in April. One
confronting Michigan’s climate change was at East Lansing UMC. The second
was the Lenten Breakfast at Otsego UMC. Both were sponsored by the
United Methodist Women.
David Karowe Ph.D. of biological science at WMU gave a keynote lecture on
the consequences of elevated levels of carbon dioxide on plants, insects, and
us (people) in Michigan. He spoke highly about the Paris Agreement and what
we need to be doing right now. WOW ! What a scary forecast. There were
workshops in the afternoon. One session was on how to make your voice
heard. We were taught how and what to say in contacting our state and
national representatives to make a difference.
Second was the Otsego Lenten Breakfast where over 120 women attended.
There were tables of delicious breakfast casseroles, breads, and fruit to
enjoy. The program had us all laughing so hard. Rod Snow, ventriloquist and
chalk artist, just kept the ‘church jokes and Bible humor coming’.
The next special Event will be in June at the Hartford UMC. There will be a
dinner, and the program will be on Michigan’s Human Trafficking issues.
There is always room in my car. Come expand the concepts of mission with
me…and other women.

Mother’s Day for me has not been the same since my mom
died, over 30 years ago. Oh, I enjoy being honored by my
children as their mother and my husband, but I miss my mom!
Over the years there have been so many things I have wanted
to share with her: graduations, weddings, grandchildren and so
much more. She had a keen sense of humor that, I must admit,
sometimes embarrassed me. She was one of those people who
others loved to be near as she was so much fun. She had a
nickname for everyone and she enjoyed sharing stories of our growing up years with others. I
have a cassette tape of her telling stories about my brothers and me that is a true treasure.
She would tell a story, turn the recorder off, and then think of another story and turn it back
on. Making that tape brought her much joy and it is a true blessing for us to hear her voice, as
we all have a copy of it. Mom was one of six children whose mother died when she was nine
years old. The children were scattered among family members, but my mom was one that
remained with her dad. Her dad was an alcoholic and those were not easy years for the ones
who lived with my grandpa. My mom had only an 8th grade education and she married my dad at a
young age. She and my dad had seven children, but sadly they lost three of them. My sister
died of Meningitis at two years of age, a son died at birth, and my brother Jim drowned at age
12. My mom was a stay-at-home mom who truly made our house a home. My dad was a factory
worker and had an alcohol problem and often did not come home after work. My mom was the
stable parent helping with school work, packing wonderful lunches, and always taking the time to
make sure we were okay. My mom always gave her age as 35 but when she became a first-time
grandma she decided she should be at least 36, but it did not feel right so she went back to
being 35! When we were at the funeral home planning her funeral, the funeral home director
asked us “how old was your mother?” We all responded 35! My time with my mom was much too
short as I wanted and needed her many more years. She died at age 70 as did my dad. Since
she died, I have lost two brothers and a nephew. I guess I am glad she did not have to suffer
those losses as they would have been painful for her as they were for me. I see my mom in me,
especially with my walking difficulty and many other ways too. She was not a religious person
but she made sure we went to church and Sunday school every Sunday. The church bus would
pull up out front of the house and I was lined up with my brothers to board the bus. In my
heart I believe she believed and she knew we needed to learn the scriptures and hear the
stories from the Bible. I credit her with the fact that I am a Christian today as she sent me
seeking and I found what a difference having Jesus in your life can make. My mom is
unreplaceable but, fortunately, I have had some amazing women in my life who are mother-like.
Sweet June Querback is a true gift to me as she is such a positive role model. Helen Darby is
such an inspiration to me as she always, always has kind words to say. Pat Cantwell, who no
longer lives in Allegan, is someone who listens and cares how I am doing. I thank God for these
3 women and many others who support me as I walk this journey called life.

Judy

