From the Heart of the Pastor
Rev. Bob Lynch
HOLY WEEK: LOVE LEADS THE WAY
Last month we looked at Lent 101 understanding the journey of 40 days of Lent leading us to the Cross
and Resurrection! We now look at the sacred time of Holy Week!
Holy Week is the heart of the church’s ritual, theological, and missional life. Everything we do in
worship, doctrine and mission is grounded in, leads to, and springs from this week. The life and mission
of Jesus meet their fullest test. Jesus stares directly into the face of the structures of sin and the powers of
death and remains true to his calling and the work of God’s kingdom. Jesus is executed by crucifixion.
Three days later, God raises Jesus from death in sure and certain pledge of raising all who are found in
him. Everything is here. Life, sin, love, death, life and love overcoming sin and death. This week
remembers, enacts, and participates in the hope of the renewing of all creation, starting with our lives and
loves, here and now.
As United Methodists who follow in the footsteps of Wesley teachings, know the power of such
ritual in gathered community through this week will take deeper root in our own lives if we also
practice the means of grace of family and private prayer.
And throughout this Holy Week, we are following up specifically on our Lenten theme of Rehab in a
particular way. Rehab in nearly every form is about helping us get in touch with our bodies either more
deeply or to restore our touch with our bodies after a crisis has severed or seriously impaired the
connection. As Christians baptized into the apostolic faith, we affirm “resurrection of flesh,” to translate
the Greek of the Apostles Creed most directly. This is a radically incarnational affirmation of the
goodness of creation and the ways our bodies are mediators of divine grace and truth to ourselves and
others, just as the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We await the fullness of what resurrection of
flesh means and will mean for us all, but we have all experienced a taste of it already through the Lenten
journey of spiritual Rehab we have walked together. And we will experience it even more as we continue
that journey through the week now before us.
If we will take it, and take it seriously, and take the journey together with the body of Christ, Christ will
lead the way for us. Our Rehab so far brings us to this very point. We have gotten back in touch with
our bodies, with the goodness and truth, as well as the distortions and self-deceptions, they and we
are capable of. We are prepped now to walk through the most painful part of this journey with
Jesus and each other, his final days of challenge, suffering, torture, pain, agony, loss, and death.
When we consider what is coming, we can choose to stay in touch with all we are experiencing,
individually and together, or to disconnect, shut down our feelings. Rehab has been teaching us to stay
connected, to experience it all, to take it all in, be moved by it, and trust ourselves to God’s grace and
each other through it.

The annual observance of the Lent among Christians is a time to seek restoration for our lives. It is
a time to reflect, take stock of our spiritual condition, and realign our lives.
On each Sunday of this journey, the Scriptures provide the core guidance for the work of the week
to come in our own lives and with others in midweek formation groups. We begin on Ash
Wednesday by recognizing the limits placed on us by our mortality and the depths of our sinfulness.
March 4, 2:2018: 3rd Sunday of Lent “Rehab: We are Called to work the Program” – Mark12:2831; We encounter the specifics of the kind of program that can keep us moving forward and learning this
new normal, if we stick with it.
March 11, 2018 4th Sunday of Lent “Rehab: We Are Called To Repent And Continue In Recovery”
John 3:14-21; We address the sense of progress (and lack of progress) that comes with beginning to
make some recovery.
March 18, 2018 5th Sunday of Lent “Rehab: We are called to hope for transformation” Jeremiah
31:31-34; We remember with gratitude and hope the promise of healing and wholeness that awaits us as
we continue to persevere, even in the face of challenging circumstances.
March 25, 2018 Palm/Passion Sunday “Love leads the way!” Philippians 2:5-11; We move from a
triumphal procession and its stirring of hope as our entrance rite to hearing of a very different kind of
procession, a forced march with a crucifix, to conclude it.
March 29, 2018 Maundy Thursday “Love Leads the way” marks the last conversation Jesus has with
his disciples, a conversation grounded in what he calls a new commandment (mandatum in Latin, hence
our English word “Maundy”). He illustrates and underscores the new commandment by washing their
feet: “Love one another as I have loved you.” Simple Dinner and special Communion service starting at
6:00 p.m.
March 30, 2018 Good Friday “Love Leads the way” Mahan Gazebo Procession of the Cross 11:45 AM
concludes at the Episcopal Church,
April 1, 2018 (Approx 7:20 a.m.) Easter Sunrise Join us at Hudson Corners Cemetery; “Love Leads
the Way” is an early morning service built on the framework of the Great Vigil of Easter. It moves from
contemplation to celebration.
April 1, 2018 Easter Sunday “Love Leads the Way” John 20:1-18; God pulls off the greatest April
Fool event in human history! Join us for celebrating the resurrection of Jesus and kicking off the Easter
Season of 50 days with Word and Sacrament!

Food Pantry -- 2018 Report
Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
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November
December
TOTAL

2017 Visits

No. of People

90
98
88
103
114
114
90
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101
105
110
96
1,229

269
317
267
331
356
354
296
382
304
334
355
310
3,875

2018 Visits
114
66

180

# Of
People

# Of
Kids

356
208

141(thru1/29)
73(est)

564

214 est.

Total Number of New Households YTD
2017

18 Total

2018

18 YTD est.

• Donations: January: 4 vegetables, 18 cereal and 10 dressing. February: 10 lbs. of sugar, 59
laundry detergent, 3 cereal, 5 mac & cheese and 40 rolls of toilet paper.
• March Food Drive: Spaghetti Sauce

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
March 2018
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE

Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Club - Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies Missions
Pop Tops from cans- Burn
Center in Chicago
Village Market Receipt –
North Ward

ACOLYTES
4 - Allison Wiley
Olivia Wiley
11 - Scouts
18 - DeLaet children
25 - Alex Foune
Morgan Foune

COMMUNION SERVERS

NURSERY
4 - Kristy Milbocker
11 - JoAnne Giles
18 - Abby Hall
25 - DeLaet girls
PIANISTS
4 - Wende Wood
11- Amanda Blom
18 - Ireland Armintrout
25 - Sari Hammon

4 - Corlee Harris
Joan Rininger

SOUND

Mike and Virginia Conklin

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Open
GREETERS

How is a best friend like a four
leaf clover? Because they are
hard to find and lucky to have.

To My Church Family,
Thank you for the Valentine
Box! It was a very kind,
thoughtful and appreciated.
KVCC is going good but
lots of homework!!
Thanks again,
Kara Dangremond

4 - Merle and Trevah Dalrymple
Barb Brewster
11 - Scouts
18 - Jeff Gowens
Barb Simpson
Heather Weeks
Hunter Weeks
25 - Willard and Judy Jennings
Gene and Wende Wood

LITURGIST
4 - Lyn McQuaid
11- Lyn McQuaid
Clyde DeLeat announcements
18 - Barb Gibson
25 - Barb Gibson

411 18 25 -

Tom Lindsley
Hanford Brink
Jon Brink
Tim Borgman

USHERS
4 - Jack and Becky Rininger
11 - Lee Heckman
Tim Borgman
Scouts - assisting
18 - Bill and Tita Balgoyen
25 - Pat and Leslie Ballard
VIDEO
4 - Jon Brink
11 - Clyde DeLaet
18 - Naomi DeLaet
25 - Tom Lindsley

AD BOARD REPORTS
2/21/18
Boy Scouts – Joan Rininger –
On Sunday, February 18, Troop 91 worked with the Cub Scouts with their Pine Wood Derby. There will be a
Court of Honor on March 4. The troop is busily planning a winter campout for March 9-11. On Sunday, March
11, Troop 91 and the Girl Scout troop that meets in our church will be honoring Scout Sunday and will jointly
be doing a large amount of the worship service activities. The troop members are busy working on various
badges and two are working on the final steps for their Eagle.

Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
1.

Financial –
Our pantry currently has $1,539.75 in our account.

2.

Brochure – We are creating a brochure about our pantry. When completed, the brochure will be
distributed to the schools, doctors’ offices and grocery stores.

3.

211: Our pantry is now listed in the 211 agency list.

4.

Sheriff’s Department Inmates: The Sheriff’s Department has allowed us to use the inmates to haul food
or whatever is needed. This is such a blessing.

Kids Hope – Karen Rambadt –
The new KH Regional Support person, Brenda Sprating, for MI/IN has resigned.
All 22 mentors have KH students. We started 4 new students in the past 2 weeks. Becky Corbett is a great
supporter in finding students for KH mentors when needed.
March 15, Absolutely Incredible Kid Day at NW.
March 21, K- Round Up

Membership - Judy Jennings –

Membership at 300.

Missions – Trevah Dalrymple – March Project of the Month will be UMCOR

Trustee – Don Forster –
The water heater has been installed for the bathrooms. Still waiting on roof repairs.

Worship - Judy Jennings –
Worship Committee planned Lenten services which are underway, and we look forward to a good turnout. We
are excited about and looking forward to "Proclamation Brass.” They are coming on April 15, during the
Sunday morning worship service. They will be playing at least four numbers, and a potluck will immediately
follow the worship service.

Allegan United Methodist Church Lenten Suppers and Service - Fellowship Hall
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
There will be a simple supper and then video segment from
Adam Hamilton’s “Final Words” and closing worship.
Date
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 29

(Wednesday)
(Wednesday)
(Wednesday)
(Thursday)

Supper Hosted By
Campers
SonShine Circle
Open
UMW

United Methodist
Women

Are you a United Methodist Woman? There is no oath to take. Yet not
every woman who is part of the church is one. So, what makes you a member
of the largest faith based organization in the world? UMW got its start
with a group of women who raised money to support a woman doctor and a
woman teacher as missionaries to India. At that time, an India woman could
not be seen by a male doctor. That clinic and school started in 1869 are,
today, a hospital and University! United Methodist Women led the campaign
for racial justice in 40’s/50’s which later the greater church embraced. Do
you support the efforts of your local UMW with your time, talents, and
money? Are you growing in the concepts of mission or leadership or justice
for women, children and youth? It just takes that first step to get started-–be proud to be a United Methodist Women.
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization
for women with approximately 800,000 members whose mission is fostering
spiritual growth, developing leaders and advocating for justice.

UMW pledge
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedoms as whole
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and
to expand concepts of mission though participation in the global ministries of
the church.

Looking Ahead
March 9, 2-Hr. Early Release
March 15, Absolutely Incredible Kid Day
(Volunteers needed at school by 7:45 a.m.)
March 21, 2-Hr. Early Release
March 30, No School
April 2-6, Spring Break

In last month’s newsletter I introduced Brenda Sprating as the new Kids Hope
regional support person for MI/IN. She has worked in that position since Nov.
2017. I received news this past week from KHUSA that Brenda has decided to
leave that position and return to her previous role at The Story Community Church
in ministry with her husband and KH director. We wish her well.
In Allegan our Kids Hope programs are doing well with Kids Hope programs in all
four elementary schools. The directors of these programs are busy with meetings
and supporting each individual program. Our UMC Kids Hope program is very busy
at North Ward. We started 4 new students in our KH program in the past two
weeks. This is a total of 22 students. In addition to mentoring this month, our
volunteers will be involved with Absolutely Incredible Kid Day and Kindergarten
Round Up. March 15 is Absolutely Incredible Kid Day at NW. As students enter
their classrooms in the morning a KH volunteer will be at the door to greet
students and give them a KH pencil. It’s important that all NW students know they
are special. Principal Becky Corbett appreciates our extended support as new NW
students sign up for school in KNG Round Up.

Karen Rambadt, Kids Hope USA Director

AUMC OPEN POSITIONS
These positions will become soon and the SPRC would like to start interviewing.
Please contact the church office if you would like a job description.
Chancel Choir Director
Church Secretary
Pastoral Care Coordinator

Mark your calendars and invite your friends and neighbors as Proclamation Brass is
coming to AUMC on April 15 to share their ministry during worship time! They are a
group from the Kalamazoo/Portage area and their director is Jan Edgerton. An “All
Church Potluck” will follow the worship time.

BIRTHDAYS

2-Geoff Spohn, Cory Kasprzyk, Chris Anderson
6-Harry Smith
16-Kalyn Salisbury

17-Sarah VanOrder Myers
18-Jeff McElwee
19-Lisa Moore
20-Mandy Daniels
21-Megan James
23-Lyn McQuaid
25-Dick Randels
26-Abigail Hall
27-JoAnne Giles
29-Bob Leslie
30-Sarah Waigand

ANNIVERSARIES

1-Gene & Wende Wood
8-Jeff & Diane McElwee
14-Terry & Donna Skoglund
26- Bill & Tita Balgoyen
31-Tom & Jan Tuffelmire

How cool is it that the same God that created the mountains and oceans and galaxies looked at you
and thought the world needed one of you too!

TROOP #91 BOY SCOUT FUNDRAISER
Tuesday, March 13
Pizza Hut Night – Allegan
Time: 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Communion and Project of the month is the “UMCOR.”
Offering change and Penny Jar will continue to go towards Ministry Shares.

Visit the Upper Room Living Prayer Center (http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/)
To request a prayer, pray for others.

The Living Faith Committee is seeking donations to pay for the balance of the 70”
tv for Fellowship Hall which is $543.67. Thanks to the contributor who paid the
bulk of purchasing this new tv!

FAMILY CAMP will be here before you know it. This year’s camp is scheduled for June 30 - July 7.
Please consider spending all or part of the week with other church families on the sunny shores of
Lake Michigan near Pentwater. Do you have any fun ideas or could you help with activities for the
week? Watch for the sign-up poster this spring. Call Hanford and Eilene Brink (673-6031) if you
have any questions.

Do you have a high school or college graduate in your family this year? Please notify the
church office so they can be recognized. The phone number is 269/673-4236.

We have a new plan for loving, praying people to be in contact with the people who are mostly at home
or in a Medical Care Facility. It doesn’t take much time – one phone call a week or visit a couple times
a month can make a huge difference in one person’s life. You can be the friend God wants you to be.
Reach out and touch one of our beloved who can’t usually be with us at church anymore. Help them
know we still care about them and that they are important to God and to us! Call the church office
at 269-673-4236 or Ellen Bierlein at 269-377-9813 if you are interested in Adopting a Grandparent!

Saturday, March 17 – 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and a movie theatre – “I can Only Imagine”
Sunday, March 25 – 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Devotion

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 11.

Easter Flowers Order Form (Please print)

Please make checks payable to the church and place in collection plates on Sundays or
mail to the church office no later than March 21, 2018.
Please order (# of plants) ____ in my/our name.
YOUR NAME _________________________________PHONE _________________________
and list them in the bulletin (UNDERLINE ONE)

In Honor of,

In Memory of,

To the Glory of

NAME:

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
The price is $10.00 per plant. We are ordering our plants from Holiday Floral.
____ Daffodil

____Hyacinth

____Lily

____Mum

____Tulip

________________I will bring my own but please add the name/names above.
You may take your flowers home following the Easter service.

Easter Flowers Order Form (Please print)

Please make checks payable to the church and place in collection plates on Sundays or
mail to the church office no later than March 21, 2018.
Please order (# of plants) ____ in my/our name.
YOUR NAME ____________________________________PHONE ______________________
and list them in the bulletin (UNDERLINE ONE)

In Honor of,

In Memory of,

To the Glory of

NAME:

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
The price is $10.00 per plant. We are ordering our plants from Holiday Floral.
____ Daffodil

____Hyacinth

____Lily

____Mum

____Tulip

________________I will bring my own but please add the name/names above.
You may take your flowers home following the Easter service.

