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NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER
Thank you to everyone who came out to the Football Game Day the church hosted.
The soups and chilis were delicious, as was the rest of the amazing food members of the church provided.
Thank you to everyone who also donated items for the Silent Auction.
We hope to see everyone again next year at the event and more!
Prayers go out to the victims of the hurricanes.

Briarwood Singalong
For the past ten years, several of our church family and friends have visited Briarwood Assisted
Living (620 Ely Street, Allegan) on the first Friday of each month (4:00-4:45 p.m.) for a
singalong with the residents. This is not a “performance” but is an informal gathering
of residents and guests who enjoy singing “oldies” songs and hymns. Song
sheets with words are provided. You are invited to stop in any time and
sing (or hum) along. Questions? Call Sue Thiel (673-4467).

Meditation Music
Each Sunday before our worship service we enjoy 15-20 minutes of
meditation music provided by several dedicated pianists (thanks Amanda, Ireland, Lisa, Sari, and Wende).
If you are a pianist who would enjoy sharing your talents in this ministry, let me know and we’ll add you to
the rotation. Questions? Call Sue Thiel (673-4467)

1 – Matt Milbocker
3 – Dan Barber
Lisa Silver-Cassidy
Nancy Peabody
Judie Randels
5 – Cord Myers
6 – Deb Heather
8 – Mindy Sturman
9 – Wesley Adams
11 – Sandy Oetman
12 – Trevah Dalrymple
Rod Rambadt

15 – Alex Foune
17 – Sari Hammon
19 – Willard Jennings
Allison (Kasprzyk) Wisniewski
21 – Jon Brink
22 – Emmie Babcock
Sonja Elmore
23 – Ellie Clark
Bob Parrish
26 – Janet Earle
27 – Camry Powell
30 – John Barber

3 – Mark & Deb Heather
4 – Lee & Chic Heckman
20 – Dick & Judie Randels

Health Concerns: Jeff Ainsworth was in the hospital, his wife has also been
having issues with her legs. Ginny Borgman was thankful to be in church after
a bout of illness. Annie Ward is in Spectrum. Prayers for Tink Blackburn’s family
at his passing. Prayers for Gene Wood’s family as he seeks to improve his kidney
function. Prayers for Pastor Bob’s brother-in-law and family as stomach cancer
has worsened.
Prayers for our military:
Those connected with this congregation: Ryan Balgoyen, John Barber,
Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Andrew Cowen, Thomas DeBruyne,
Evan Deniston, Matt Fullam, Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, Michael Hileski,
Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed, Jason Star, Dai Wessman,
and Dan Wrobleski.
Continued prayers for those battling cancer or having treatment: Patty Anderson, Jane Allen, Tom Arlington,
Evelyn Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Erin Brown, Paul Buckler, Bill Carr, Denise Cherry, Jim Conlon, Tammy
Christy, Stacy David, Doug Duryea, Jim Dortwegt, Bud Harney, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski,
Monica Kraai, Kay Kool, Kim Leslie, Ardis McIntire, Lyn McQuaid, Bruce Mejeur, John Murphy, Philip Nicolai, Larry
Parrish, Linda Pullen, Michele Randal, Judie Randels, Rhonda Robinson, Mary Shaner, Toby Star, Florene Stultz,
Terri Stapleton, Jackson Stout, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Bob Thomas, Nola Thole, Daniel Trevino,
Trappy Truman, Danny Truong, Naomi Watts, Jenny Walsh, Jen Wessman & those known but unnamed.
Concerns: Continued prayers for those unnamed, having health problems, or have suffered loss.

Sermon Themes

THANKFUL CORNER
Now that Fall is here it seems like everything moves so fast. Last week I was in Meijer’s and before my eyes
were Halloween ghosts, Thanksgiving Pilgrims, and Christmas angels. Now there is something wrong with that!
This week the Worship Committee will sit down to discuss and plan the Hanging of the Greens and the Advent
season. It almost seems like Thanksgiving gets lost in the rush to Christmas. Thanksgiving is a day set apart
to thank God for the many, many blessings He has given us throughout the year. And, while we are on the
subject of Thanksgiving, I have some thanks to extend to some of our volunteers: John Watson for keeping
us financially sound; Janet Miller for keeping the finance records straight; Joan Rininger, Corlee Harris, Lois
Giles, and Jon Brink who are our money counters; Chris Jurkas who leads our Food Pantry; Andy and Arlene
Branham for their hours of service to our Food Pantry; Don Forster for his many years of faithful service to
the Trustees; Cindy Thiele for her leadership of the UMW; Don Sanborn for his leadership of UMM; Dick
Randels and George Babcock for their leadership of SPRC; Lisa Campeau for her leadership of Education;
JoAnne Giles and Bobby Tremaine for their leadership of UMYF; Scott Dangremond and Trevah Dalrymple
for their leadership of the Ad./Bd., Trevah Dalrymple for keeping the Mission needs before us; Hanford and
Eilene Brink for planning Family Camp; Joy Masek and Leslie Johnson, our library Ladies; Rod Rambadt who is
our go-to guy; Joan Rininger for keeping the needs of our Boy Scouts before us; Sue Thiel our resident chef
and proofreader, and the list of volunteers could go on and on. Each of these folks were asked and felt the
call to serve our church and give our church their gifts of time, talent, grace. I, for one, am very thankful

Beginning with All Saints Sunday and ending with Region of Christ Sunday (Christ the King Sunday), November is a time when
we look back in remembrance of the saints, but we also look forward as we await Christ’s coming again, more poignantly
expressed in the season of Advent. In this season, we discover the many places in which God dwells – the heavens, the earth,
the church, and each one of us.
This month is also a time of great paradox because of the tension between death and life. All Saints Sunday involves
remembrance, yes, but it also can be a time when death gives way to life. God is the beginning and the end, and death gives
way to victory through Christ, the living and ultimate paradox.
When God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, where then does God dwell?

November
Week 1: November 4
Hope: Communion Sunday and Memorial Service
Revelation 21: 1-6a “I am making all things new!” “God’s dwelling place is among the people.” God’s plan is ultimate
redemption, and the work began with Jesus, and we’ve been invited to participate. The church is the place where people from
all diverse tribes and nations are affirmed in their magnificent variety. The church is a community where people can be what
they are, and do what they do best.
Week 2: November 11
Victory: Veterans Sunday
Hebrews 9: 11-14, 24-28 One hundred years ago, an armistice was signed. Two thousand years ago, a different armistice was
signed – in blood.
Week 3: November 18
Confidence
Hebrews 10: 11-14 (15-18), 19-25 Jesus came to free us from the chains of shame and created the church as a place for us
to be vulnerable and challenge one another in love.
Week 4: November 25
Love: Hanging of the Greens
Revelation 1: 4b-8 We have a God and King whose primary characteristic and value is love. We have a King who created
humankind in God’s image and called us “very good.” We have a King who knows our pain, walked in our shoes, and showed
us how to really love and be part of God’s kingdom, even when it’s really hard and unpopular.

and ask you to thank these people when you see them; as the song says, “I am the church, you are the church,
we are the church together!”
Since November is upon us, election time is near. I, for one, will be mighty glad when the television ads end,
the countless phone calls cease, and the many mailings stop! It seems as though this mid-year election has
been going on since the New Year. My plan is to learn all I can and try to make the best choices according to
my ability. For me it is not the Democratic or Republican choice; it is who I feel will best serve the office for
which they are running. President John F. Kennedy said it best, I think; “Let us not seek the Republican
answer or the Democratic answer, but the right answer. Let us not seek to fix the blame for the past. Let
us accept our own responsibility for the future.”
Dear God, So much to do, so little time to do it. Please help us slow down and savor every moment of the
season that is now and the seasons that are yet to come. We are so blessed to live in a nation where we can
vote and we pray that the right leaders for our county, in Your eyes, will be elected. Walk into that election
place with us and guide us to cast the right vote for the people You would have serve us.

Amen.

Blessings, Judy

MISSION MOMENTS
This month’s project of the month is The Wesley Foundation.

United Methodist Women

We (Allegan UMWomen) placed third in District mission Challenge at District Annual with 67 baby
blankets and 141 wash clothes. Otsego won first place with 203 blankets. The District collected a
total of 686 blankets and 689 wash cloths! About half will go to Midwest Distribution (UMCOR)
and half to Baby Boxes, a program that gives out ‘boxes’ (as baby beds) in Haiti so infants don’t
sleep on the ground. Our Unit also received an award certificate for Five Channels of Giving.
The older KitchenAid mixer has been repaired and is back in the kitchen.
November is the time to start making those frozen casseroles, soups, etc. for bazaar. It is time to
finish those sewing and knitting items and craft items for bazaar. It is time to go through those
recipes you plan to make for the bake table at Bazaar. How about good used items for the
Treasure Room? Give, work, shop our BAZAAR on Saturday December 1st.

Message from our local Boy Scouts Troop 91
Troop 91 will be selling meat sticks again this year!!
The date is yet to be determined, but we will let you know as
soon as the date is set!
You may order the meat sticks ahead of time from Joan
Rininger, by talking to her in person or by phone at 673-4160.
The price is still set at $1 a stick.
HELP SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BOY SCOUT TROOP!!

Wesley of Kalamazoo is a United Methodist Campus Ministry serving Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo College, and Kalamazoo Valley Community College.
Students do not need to be a member of the church in order to be involved in the Kalamazoo
community. The Wesley Foundation has a large dedication working for social justice causes and
providing students and community members service learning experience. The two biggest services
students at Wesley take part in include You Are Not Alone and the Kalamazoo Free Store.
Besides worship services, Wesley offers community meals to students on Sunday evenings and
Wednesdays at noon.
The Wesley Foundation is so much more than another church, it’s a community of people who stand
by one another and offer support not only to each other, but to the entire Kalamazoo community.
Through outreach programs like the “Urban Plunge” that has students dive into their own
community to lend a helping hand and put themselves in other people’s shoes, to simply providing a
safe space for those who need a place to step away from the hustle and bustle of college life,
Wesley is there to help with the growth of WMU, K College and Kalamazoo Valley students and the
Kalamazoo community.

It is hard to believe that the 2018-19 KIDS HOPE school year is
already into four weeks of mentoring. We have volunteers that have
helped greet students on the first day of School. Our opening Pizza
Party was a success. Thank you to Don Forster for being there to take
photos. We had the pleasure to distribute 36 dozen donuts on “Donuts
for Dudes” day at Northward Elementary. As I mentioned before we
currently are mentoring 14 children. We are in the process of pairing up
our three mentors with their new students very soon. Please keep our KIDS
AND OUR KIDS HOPE PROGRAM in your prayers as we begin planning our
Thanksgiving bags and our Christmas Party that is scheduled for Monday, December 3rd.
GOD BLESS – JUDY CURRY
KIDS HOPE DIRECTOR
Cell: 269.760.4483
Email: judycurry@finishlinefab.com

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE
IN
November 2018
ACOLYTES
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE!
Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Clubs – Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies – Missions
Pop Tops from cans – Burn Center
In Chicago

4 – DeLaet Children
11 – Allison & Olivia Wiley
18 – Alex & Morgan Foune
25 – Audrey Brink

COMMUNION SERVERS
4 – Linda Flynn
Cindy Thiele
Corlee Harris
Joan Rininger

NURSERY
4 – Chris Jurkas
11 – Joyce Brink
18 – Jo Anne Giles
25 – Abby Hall

PIANISTS
4 – Wende Wood
11 – Amanda Blom
18 – Ireland Armintrout
25 – Sue Thiel

FELLOWSHIP TIME
UMYF

Reminders
November 4

th

November 22

nd

GREETERS
4 – Tom & Jan Tuffelmire
Kevin & BethAnn DeLaet
11 – Ginny Borgman
Dan & Lori Barber
18 – Irene Waanders
Rod & Karen Rambadt
25 – Hanford & Eilene Brink
Tim Dickinson

LITURGIST
4 – Barb Gibson
11 – Alex Foune
18 – Virginia Conklin
25 – Barb Gibson

SOUND
4 – Ed Garvin
11 – Hanford Brink
18 – Jon Brink
25 – Tim Borgman

USHERS
4 – Hanford Brink
Irene Waanders
11 – Mike & Virginia Conklin
18 – Kevin DeLaet
Irene Waanders
25 – Joshua & Amanda Blom

VIDEO
4 – Clyde DeLaet
11 – Barb Gibson
18 – Naomi DeLaet
25 – Jon Brink

