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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Bob Wessman’s son Dylan for his new appointment to Commanding Office at USN Medical
Research Command in Washington, D.C. What an honor and thank you for your service!

THANK YOU!
“Thank you to my church family for the Valentine card & Subway gift card. I feel the Love. I’m still going to KVCC,
have changed my major to business and I’m working at Subway. Thanks again.”
- Love Alli Dangremond
“We’d like to thank everyone for prayers, cards, phone calls, food and everything else you did during the 14 months
after Chic’s initial health issues and also after her passing. We are very appreciative for the wonderful luncheon
following her service and for your continuing support. God Bless you all.
- Lee Heckman & Grace Switzer

Health Concerns: Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Terry Brink; Continue prayers for little Beckett
as he continues to get bigger in the NICU; continued prayers for Hanford Brink as he recovers from brain
surgery. Continued prayers for Judie Randels; continued prayers for Bob & Kim Leslie’s daughter Amber
as she recovers from surgery.

Prayers for our military: Those connected with this congregation:
Ryan Balgoyen, John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Andrew Cowen, Thomas DeBruyne, Matt
Fullam, Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, Michael Hileski, Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed,
Jason Star, Dai Wessman, and Dan Wrobleski.

Continued prayers for those battling cancer or having treatment: Jane Allen, Tom
Arlington, Evelyn Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Erin Brown, Paul Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim Conlon,
Tammy Christy, Stacy David, Doug Duryea, Bud Harney, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski,
Monica Kraai, Kay Kool, Kim Leslie, Ardis McIntire, Lyn McQuaid, Bruce Mejeur, John Murphy, Philip
Nicolai, Michele Randal, Judie Randels, Rhonda Robinson, Mary Shaner, Toby Star, Florene Stultz, Terri
Stapleton, Jackson Stout, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Bob Thomas, Nola Thole, Daniel
Trevino, Trappy Truman, Danny Truong, Naomi Watts, Jenny Walsh, Jen Wessman & those known but
unnamed.

Concerns: Continued prayers for those unnamed, having health problems, or havimg suffered loss.

Thankful Corner
2 – Geoff Spohn
Cory Kasprzyk
Chris Anderson
6 – Harry Smith
16 – Kalyn Salisbury
17 – Sarah VanOrder-Myers
18 – Jeff McElwee
19 – Lisa Moore

20 – Mandy Daniels
21 – Megan James
23 – Lyn McQuaid
25 – Dick Randels
26 – Abby Hall
27 – Jo Anne Giles
29 – Bob Leslie
30 – Sarah Waigand

1 – Gene & Wende Wood
8 – Jeff & Diane McElwee
14 – Terry & Donna Skoglund
26 – Bill & Tita Balgoyen
31 – Tom & Jan Tuffelmire

Sermon Themes
Season After Epiphany 2019, Part II: See All the People
Upon reflection on the entire season after Epiphany this year, we find a comprehensive
way to make connections with our communities: discover our spiritual gifts, understand
our need for one another and the love of God, and know that wherever Jesus goes, a
crowd is sure to follow. The question is, “Are our churches ready to go and meet the
crowds as we ‘see all the people’?”
March 3, 2019 Transfiguration Sunday: “The Astounded Crowd” Luke 9:28-43 Week four, Transfiguration Sunday, presents
a dramatic scene as Jesus is transfigured as he stands with Moses and Elijah. Jesus, Peter, John and James then descended the
mountain, and Jesus healed a boy with a demon – to the astonishment of “a great crowd.”
In this season of formation and preparation, we again approach the 40 days of Lent from a variety of different perspectives
and points along the Christian journey. During this season, new and longtime Christians alike hear the call to return to God
with all their hearts, thus entering a season historically characterized by much prayer and fasting. These works of discipline
have for hundreds of years served as a means by which new converts prepare for baptism, which occurs as a part of the Easter
Vigil. Using the words of Wesleyan theology, we believe all this work is initiated by God, who invites us to come before God
will all our hearts.
March 6, 2019 Noon Service! Ash Wednesday “Return to Me” Joel 2:1-2, 12-17: Remember that you are fearfully and
wonderfully made! Turn around; come closer; come home,” says our God!
March 10, 2019 First Sunday in Lent “God’s Generous Heart” Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Romans 10:8-13 Even as we begin our
journey into the wilderness of Lent where our parched souls are dry and weary, we are reminded that though we are asked to
wander these 40 days, our journey is not aimless. Our “promised land” lies in our rising with Christ.
March 13, 2019 6p.m. Wednesday Lenten Simple Dinner & Devotion
March 17 Second Sunday in Lent “Imitating” Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Philippians 3:17-4:1 Last week, we looked to the land,
the tilled earth, and the fruits that came from it, to ground us in our journey toward the heart of God in this Lenten season.
We encountered a promise of story, identity, and, at last, celebration. This week, we turn our gaze upward, aspiring to imitate
our Creator, the source of our promise, our dreams, and our guiding star along our Lenten pathway.
March 20,2019 6 p.m. Wednesday Lenten Simple Dinner & Devotion

Lately I have had some relationship issues and am finding it hard to reconcile those differences. Some of these
relationships are within the family but some are my extended family who are almost like family. In the family the pain,
hurt, and rejection can go on for many years and often it feels like there is no way this relationship can be saved. That’s
when I need to put all that pain and hurt into God’s hands and let Him help me be still and wait for His divine healing
My extended family are the people I turn to when life happens. They are always there to help us celebrate the joys and
help pick up the pieces when life takes an unexpected turn. Sometimes these relationships go sour, and it is very painful
to recover from the grief that we feel when that happens. I have lost some friends over the years to misunderstandings
on my part or their part, and it is hard to rebuild that bond that we once had. Forgiveness does not always come easily,
but the God that I know and love teaches us that it is in giving that we receive and forgiveness is a gift. To extend the
olive branch is a hard thing to do but we must. Recently, I had a falling out with someone I considered a friend and it
was painful. Things have been said, and it is hard to take back words once they are off the tongue. God would want me
to set my anger and hurt aside and pray for the other person, but those prayers do not come easily to me. I need to be
the bigger person and help our relationship to move on, but am I ready to do that? How do I start? I believe that first I
must ask for God’s guidance and understanding of the situation. Then I need to be still and listen for His leading,
knowing His answers may not be what I want to hear but listen I must. Boy, I can be stubborn especially if I am hurt, but
I know He can get through to me.
Dear God, Here I am again with questions that need Your answers. Help me be open and patient
as I await Your guidance on a painful situation. I trust You to lead me to do and say the right
things. Thank you for caring about me and those relationships I need to work on.
Love, Judy

MISSIONS MOMENT
UMCOR, Disaster Services has been designated as our mission for March.
Current Disaster Response
UMCOR and its partners are responding to disasters in the United States and around the world. Please join us in
prayer for the affected areas and consider giving to UMCOR Disaster Response to support these efforts.
The following are some of the disasters that UMCOR is continuing to provide support:
• Wildfires in California
• Hurricane Michael
• Hurricane Florence
• Puerto Rico - Hurricane Maria

March 24, 2019 Third Sunday in Lent March 24 “Repenting” Isaiah 55:1-9 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 We humans hunger for
comfort and security, the assurance that everything is going to be OK when life threatens to overwhelm us.

UMCOR Around the World
• Earthquakes and Tsunami in Indonesia

March 27,2019 6p.m. Wednesday Lenten Simple Dinner & Devotion

• Typhoon Mangkhut

March 31, 2019 Fourth Sunday in Lent “Coming Together Joshua” 5:9-12 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 So far on our journey, we
have travelled through fruitful fields, barren wilderness, countless stars, promises of God both large and small, and
tables where all are fed. Like threads that sew together a patchwork quilt, this week we begin binding together our
journey with repentance, reconciliation, and repair.

“Early in and last out” are guiding words for UMCOR and our partners. Here's how you can become a part of our
work.
PRAY for those whose lives will be impacted by current disasters.
MAKE relief kits and send them to our relief-supply depots or an affiliate warehouse. GIVE towards the efforts of
UMCOR and its partners by donating to UMCOR Disaster Services.

AD BOARD REPORTS
2/21/19

Boys and Girls Scouting Troops – Joan L. Rininger – Beginning in 2019 BSA is now known as Scouting – BSA. As of
February 3rd Troop 91/191 had five girls receive their “neckerchieves” – the beginning of their new road through
scouting. Dennis Festerling, Committee Chairperson, introduced the girls, gave them their oaths, and two scouts from
Troop 91 placed the scarves on the girls and welcomed them to the troop. Troop 91 continues to do fund raisers to earn
money towards the summer trip to Colorado.

FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR
Rev. Robert Lynch

The girls are working hard to earn more badges and awards. We currently have 5 girls working on their Bronze
Award. The girls recently pulled together to have a Birthday Bag Assembling Party for the food pantry. And, of course,
we are in the middle of Girl Scout Cookie Season!
Scout Sunday is planned for March 10 and will involve all scouting groups sponsored by the Allegan United Methodist
Church.
Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
Financial: The pantry has $9,782.28, plus $1,955.17 in Meijer Food Cards.
Grants: In process of submitting a grant to Costco to assist in paying for the bags and gloves we purchase for the food
pantry.
Food Pantry Volunteer Meeting: The meeting for Friday, January 25, 2019 was cancelled – a new date has not been set.
Peanut Butter Drive: Still time to donate peanut butter – two volunteers from our church will be volunteering at
Walmart on February 28th from 10:30-12:30.
Lenten Supper: Hands of Grace Food Pantry will be hosting the March 27th supper.
Kids Hope – Judy Curry - We started out with 14 kids to mentor at Northward Elementary and have maintained that up
until a few weeks ago. We dropped down to 13 and then went to 12. Just this week we added a new one for Judy
Jennings. We sent out 8 consent forms and are waiting for them to be signed by the parent or guardian before we can
start. We have 5 mentors that are anxiously waiting for their student and I am hopeful that we will be able to put them
all to work within a week or two. The "ABSOLUTELY AWESOME KID" day is March 21st and we will be needing at least 24
volunteers to pass out pencils that morning from 7:20 - 8:00 as the children arrive at school. All you need is a smile and
hand them a pencil.
Membership - Judy Jennings – Membership is 299.
Missions – Trevah Dalrymple – The mission designated for March is UMCOR/Disasters. The corrected time for next
Missions Committee meeting is Monday, April 8 at 4:00 PM.
Pastoral Care – Barb Gibson - The Pastoral Care Committee did not meet due to weather/travel issues. But the
committee continued to support recipients with prayers, cards, visits, and phone calls. Barb also provided a newsletter
article on hospice care, at Pastor's request.
SPRC – Dick Randels - SPRC did not meet this month and has nothing new to report.
Trustee – Sandy Oetman - Eric Kole has been hired to shovel sidewalks and steps. Thanks to Waanders Concrete for the
removal of the snow piles in the parking lot. We are working on updating the lighting in the nursery and office as well as
installing motion detectors for lighting in the hallway downstairs. This will hopefully be completed in the next couple of
months. Currently the sound system is being addressed with an upgraded antenna distribution. Next Board meeting is
March 4th.
UMW – Cindy Thiele – Nothing to report.
Worship – Judy Jennings – Worship Committee met and went over the plans for the Lenten season. Ash Wednesday is
March 6 and the Lenten meals will begin on March 13th. Something different is being planned for the Lenten services
and we are excited to see how folks will enjoy it. We are very thankful for all the folks who take part in making worship
happen in our church, for each one plays an important part and our worship services could not happen without you!

What is Lent?
Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to
God.
When is Lent?
It’s the forty days before Easter. Lent excludes Sundays because every Sunday is like a little Easter. Basically, it’s about onetenth of a year (like a tithe of time). Mardi Gras is the day before Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday. This year it’s from
March 6 (Ash Wednesday) to April 21 (Easter), 2017.
Mardi Gras? What does that have to do with JESUS??
Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday.” It refers to the day before Lent starts. Since Lent always starts on a Wednesday, the day
before is always a Tuesday. And it’s called “Fat” or “Great” because it’s associated with great food and parties.
In earlier times, people used Lent as a time of fasting and repentance. Since they didn’t want to be tempted by sweets, meat
and other distractions in the house, they cleaned out their cabinets. They used up all the sugar and yeast in sweet breads
before the Lent season started, and fixed meals with all the meat available. It was a great feast! Through the years Mardi Gras
has evolved (in some places) into a pretty wild party with little to do with preparing for the Lenten season of repentance and
simplicity. Oh well. But Christians still know its origin, and hang onto the true Spirit of the season.
So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?
Yes. Ash Wednesday, the day after Mardi Gras, usually begins with a service where we recognize our mortality, repent of our
sins, and return to our loving God. We recognize life as a precious gift from God, and re-turn our lives towards Jesus Christ.
We may make resolutions and commit to change our lives over the next forty days so that we might be more like Christ. In an
Ash Wednesday service, usually a minister or priest marks the sign of the cross on a person’s forehead with ashes.
Why ashes?
In Jewish and Christian history, ashes are a sign of mortality and repentance. Mortality, because when we die, our bodies
eventually decompose and we become dust/dirt/ash/whatever. Repentance, because long ago, when people felt remorse for
something they did, they would put ashes on their head and wear “sackcloth” (scratchy clothing) to remind them that sin is
pretty uncomfortable and leads to a sort of death of the spirit. This was their way of confessing their sins and asking for
forgiveness.
Lent 2019
With All Your Heart
In this season of formation and preparation, we again approach the 40 days of Lent from a variety of different perspectives
and points along the Christian journey. During this season, new and longtime Christians alike hear the call to return to God
with all their hearts, thus entering a season historically characterized by much prayer and fasting. These works of discipline
have for hundreds of years served as a means by which new converts prepare for baptism, which occurs as a part of the Easter
Vigil. Using the words of Wesleyan theology, we believe all this work is initiated by God, who invites us to come before God
with all our hearts.
So plan to invite a friend, relative or neighbor to this special time of the year when we commit to return to God with all our
hearts!

Church and Parsonage Expenses - January 2019
Month
January
February
Mar.-Dec.
TOTAL

2018 Visits
98
82
908
1,088

# of People
344
275
2,954
3,573

2019 Visits
77
164

# of People
259
516

# of Kids
106 (thru 1/21)
186

241

775

292

• Donations: January: 24 peanut butter, 31 cereal, 10 soup, 30 lbs. sugar, 1 jelly, 12 mustard,
6 ketchup, 2 miscellaneous
February: 10 peanut butter, 5 canned vegetables, 8 peanut butter, 6 mustard, 7 ketchup, 16
mayo. Village Market donations: 19 Miracle Whip, 2 packages of mini muffins, 23 packages
of bagels/buns, 17 bread items, 24 apple crumb coffeecake, 2 English muffins, 3 pita
pockets, 1 peach pie, 1 box of Zingers. Ladders of Hope donations: 3 Cases of apples; 1
case of lemons/limes.
• March Donation Request: Spaghetti

FEBRUARY REPORT:
2019 has a positive beginning toward our Annual Budgeted goal of $203,268. The
budget plans for income of $16,936 per month and in January, income was $20,315.
The January income exceeded our goal due to a few families who paid their entire 2019
tithe. The budgeted expenditures per month are $16,936 and the January actual
expenses were $17,343.
The Committee is reviewing the lighting, heating and cooling, opening and closing of
doors, and motion lights in ways to help manage church expenses. Our Standard
Operating Procedures are being revised to more efficiently monitor our budget.

FOR YOUR CALENDAR:
Sunday, April 14 and 21 - Baked Goods, Candy, and Craft tables following the worship service.
• We are looking for Bakers, Candy Makers, and Crafters to donate for
these two days.
• Your special baking and crafting skills will be appreciated.
Saturday, April 27 – Church Garage Sale in church parking lot.
• Representatives from all church groups to help.
• Looking for local Craft Vendors to participate.
• Please begin collecting your donations for the sale.
NOTE: All proceeds from these events will go to the General Fund.
Thank you
The Finance Committee

January Income

$20,315.91

Church Expenses
704 Advertising

112.98

602
606
115
602
602
709
602
702
505
602

Charter (Internet, Phone)
Church Maintenance
Christmas Food Baskets
City of Allegan (Water, Sewer)
Consumers Elect.
(Dec. & Jan.)
Machine Maintenance (Konica Copier)
Michigan Gas
Office Supplies
Professional Reimbursement - Pastor Bob
Republic Services (Garbage/Recycle) (Church & Parsonage)
504 Travel - Pastor Bob
Wages

187.13
5.99
476.69
190.58
1,744.78
323.41
531.51
173.13
40.00
70.05
374.00
9,867.31

903 Worship

3,167.39

Total Church Expenses for January 2019

$17,264.95

Parsonage Expenses
603 Charter
603 Consumers Elect.
603 Michigan Gas

(Phone, TV, Internet)
(Dec. & Jan.)

209.22
347.81
98.48

Total Parsonage Expenses for January 2019

(Non
Audited)

$

655.51

SATURDAY APRIL 27 FROM 7 A.M. TO 4 P.M.
PLEASE DONATE YOUR ITEMS TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE CHURCH!
We will be accepting items for the sale up until noon April 26th.
CALL THE CHURCH AT 673-4236 FOR MORE INFORMATION!

COMING IN MARCH
Journaling can be effective for many different reasons and help you reach a wide range of goals. It can help you
clear your head, make important connections between thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.
Journaling can reduce stress by helping one get rid of negative thoughts. ... One of the best ways to reduce stress is
to improve physical health, and journaling has been shown to reap this benefit. Journaling helps with problem
solving.

Love gift for our Church Secretary

As you may know our church secretary, Amanda Blom and her husband,
Josh, are expecting another child in May. Unfortunately our position of
Church Secretary does not have any fringe benefits such as paid
We started out with 14 kids to mentor at Northward Elementary and have
maintained that up until a few weeks ago. We dropped down to 13 and then went to
12. We have added a new one for Judy Jennings. We sent out 8 consent forms and
are waiting for them to be signed by the parent or guardian before we can start. We
have 5 mentors who are anxiously waiting for their student, and I am hopeful that
we will be able to put them all to work within a week or two. The "ABSOLUTELY
AWESOME KID" day is March 21st, and we will be needing at least 24 volunteers to
pass out pencils that morning from 7:20 - 8:00 as the children arrive at school. All
you need is a smile and hand them a pencil.
GOD BLESS – JUDY CURRY
KIDS HOPE DIRECTOR AUMC

maternity leave. The Staff Parish Relations Committee is asking for a
Love Offering for Amanda to assist with expenses while she is off work.
If you would like to contribute to this fund you can put your contribution
in the Sunday offering plate marked “Love Offering” or give the contribution to Pastor
Bob.
Thank You,

Richard Randels
Chair, SPRC

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE
IN
March 2019
ACOLYTES
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE!

Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Clubs – Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies –
Missions
Pop Tops from cans – Burn
Center
In Chicago

Reminders!
March 10th

3 – DeLaet Children
10 – Alex & Morgan Foune
17 – Allison & Olivia Wiley
24 – Audrey Brink
31 – DeLaet Children

NURSERY
3 – Beth Ann DeLaet
10 – Jill LeMaire
17 – Abby Hall
24 – Chris Jurkas
31 – Jo Anne Giles

COMMUNION SERVERS

PIANISTS

3 – Mike & Virginia Conklin
Cindy Thiele
Sari Hammon

FELLOWSHIP TIME

3 – Wende Wood
10 – Amanda Blom
17 – Lisa Campeau
24 – Ireland Armintrout
31 – Susan Thiel

GREETERS

SOUND

3 – Merle & Trevah Dalrymple
10 – Mike & Virginia Conklin
17 – Jack & Leslie Johnson
24 – Joshua & Amanda Blom
31 – Lane & Mindy Sturman

3 – Tim Borgman
10 – Willard Jennings
17 – Jon Brink
24 – Ed Garvin
31 – Tim Borgman

USHERS
LITURGIST

March 12th
Listening Session
with Dwayne Bagley
On General Conference on
Human Sexuality

3 – Tim Borgman
10 – Judy Jennings
17 – Judy Jennings
24 – Sari Hammon
31 – Sari Hammon
TV MEDIA
3 – Alex Foune
10 – Ireland Armintrout
17 – Rod Rambadt
24 – Rod Rambadt
31 – Nathan Parrish

3 – George & Emmie Babcock
10 – Ed Garvin
Bobby Tremaine
17 – Bill & Tita Balgoyen
24 – Joyce Brink
Cindy Thiele
31 – Joshua & Amanda Blom

VIDEO
3 – Jon Brink
10 – Bobby Tremaine
17 – Barb Gibson
24 – Naomi DeLaet
31 – Jon Brink

