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THANK YOU!

Thank you to everyone that came out for our church’s garage sale April 27th!

MCKINLEY CLOSET

We have redone the sign in/out sheet for the McKinley Closet and have noticed a large amount of items had been
taken and not signed out. If you have any of the equipment and are no longer using it, please return to the church
so others may be able to benefit from our wonderful medical equipment. If you have items that you would like to
donate, please do so at any time!

Health Concerns: Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Judie
Randels, Kim Leslie, Annie Ward, George Detrick (Laura Evans’
brother) and Kim Easton (Laura Evans’ niece)

Prayers for our military: Those connected with this congregation:

Ryan Balgoyen, John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Andrew Cowen, Matt Fullam,
Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, Michael Hileski, Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed,
Jason Star, Dai Wessman, and Dan Wrobleski.

Continued prayers for those battling cancer or having treatment: Jane Allen, Tom

Arlington, Evelyn Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Erin Brown, Paul Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim
Conlon, Tammy Christy, Stacy David, Doug Duryea, Bud Harney, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan,
Lesley Kibiloski, Monica Kraai, Kay Kool, Kim Leslie, Ardis McIntire, Lyn McQuaid, Bruce Mejeur,
John Murphy, Philip Nicolai, Michele Randal, Judie Randels, Rhonda Robinson, Mary Shaner,
Toby Star, Florene Stultz, Terri Stapleton, Jackson Stout, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler,
Bob Thomas, Nola Thole, Daniel Trevino, Trappy Truman, Danny Truong, Naomi Watts, Jenny
Walsh, Jen Wessman & those known but unnamed.

Concerns: Prayers for Wende Wood & Jacque James’ family at the passing of brother-in-law,

Tom Cooke; prayers for friends and family of JoAnn Gallagher at her passing. Prayers for Claudia
Watson and family at passing of her sister Mary. Continued prayers for those unnamed, having
health problems, or have suffered loss.

Thankful Corner

2 – Beth Pierson
3 – Virginia Conklin
Mark Giles
Jill McKinley
5 – Ken Gallagher
14 – Cathy Foune
Dottie Weston

15 – Nick Brower
18 – Jacque James
19 – Doug Stewart
Ireland Armintrout
20 – Leigh Letson
21 – Judy Jennings
22 – Aaron Dunning

22 – Nancy Gibson
Jackie Thompson
25 – Dave Foune Jr.
Olivia Wiley
26 – Joshua Blom
28 – Tom Dunning
31 – Renee Rambadt

3 – Larry & Lisa Campeau
16 – Rick & Ellen Bierlein
22 – Jack & Becky Rininger
27 – Dan & Lori Barber

In the merry, merry month of May we have 9 family birthdays; one of them is mine. I was the first of my parents’
children to be born in a hospital, and when they told my father I was a girl he said, “Judas Priest, it’s a girl”; thus my
name is Judith! At home were 3 brothers who were excited to meet me, I hope. I do not take birthdays lightly as I have
now lived to be older than my parents and my 4 brothers. Turning 75, yes Ken only 75, I know I am very blessed for
living a long life as it is not, literally, in the genes for me. Besides family members I have a lot of very special friends who
have passed away far too early so I truly know what a blessing every second, minute, hour, month, and year are. Psalm
139:16 says “All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be.” Perhaps this is not
a cheery thought to most of us, but isn’t it wonderful that God has our lives figured out that I will neither die a day
sooner nor live a day longer than what He has already recorded in His book. Is there comfort in knowing God’s got this?
I think so as my God knows me and knows everything about me; even when I have gone away from Him He has my back.
He has given me a great life, not a perfect life, but a great life and I have a hard time imagining what’s next! Many years
after the flood Moses said, “The length of our days is seventy years-if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble
and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.” So here I am approaching 75 years and knowing each and every one
of them is a gift, and I pray you celebrate the many years that God has given you and find new meaning in them.
Father God, Only you know the time of our departure from earth and I truly thank you for blessing me with the years I
have lived and if it be Your will that I continue to live this life that I am living, thank You! Amen.

Naomi DeLaet
Abby Hall
Kyrel Hall
Morgan Sturman
Alyssa Trutsch
Allison Wiley

Blessings, my friends
Judy Jennings

May 19th is
Graduation Sunday!

Sermon Themes
Resurrection is a daily reality, and we live as those marked by the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. According to the pattern in the lectionary, we encounter a unique
process, which, interestingly enough, might be the opposite of the way we often consider
our faith.
May 5, 2019 Living Worship Series: “Follow Me” John 21: 1-19 Now that Jesus is risen, the call is different. They
have a better sense of the ministry and what it means to follow and serve Jesus.
May 12, 2019 Living Worship Series: “To Live for Jesus is to listen to Jesus” John 10:22-30 In order to hear Jesus’
answers to our questions, we need to let go of what we want to hear and listen to what Jesus is saying.
This second series focuses upon the action of God upon those who believe in and into Jesus
and the action stirred among those who believe, thus creating a flow of divine energy from
God to the church to the world.
May 19, 2019 Loving Worship Series: “Marked by a loving God” More than offering
comfort, Jesus is trying to reorient them toward their mission
May 26, 2019 Loving Worship Series: “Sent by a Loving God” John 14: 23-29 The intimacy of God is shown here with
the idea of Jesus and the person of God “making a home” with the disciples.

Mission Moments
Disaster relief to Puerto Rico and Haiti has been chosen for the Allegan United Methodist Church’s Mission for May.
While it has been a year and a half since Hurricane Maria struck Florida and the Caribbean, some countries are still
struggling with the aftereffects of that storm. Haiti and Puerto Rico are two countries who are greatly suffering from the
severe consequences of that storm. That, coupled with poverty, has left these neighbors to our south to continue to be
in dire need of assistance. Rebuilding is very slow and many people still lack the basic necessities of food, clothing, and
shelter. Let us show our Christian love by helping them.

Pastoral Care Committee Corner
The Committee came together during a time when Pastor Bob was undergoing treatment for cancer, so that he could
have help and support caring for the congregation during his grueling treatment. It has continued as a valued ministry. I
was hired to replace the previous coordinator, our beloved Ellen, when she assumed pastoral duties in her own church
last year.
Quite simply, the mission of the Pastoral Care Committee is to be the answer to another’s prayer so that we may be a
sign of hope in this world that God loves. I maintain a list of church family members “mostly at home,” those who need
daily prayer, and those who are receiving therapy/treatment for health concerns. This past month, there are 28
recipients on the list. They are located in Holland, Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo and points in between. The committee,
comprised of 5 members – myself as chair, Pastor Bob, Woodie Gibson, Lyn McQuaid, and Cindy Thiele – prays, sends
cards, makes phone calls, and visits, with the intention of offering encouragement, love and support. We meet monthly
to update the list and share information about our recipients. We understand that the information we share is
confidential and we honor that with the committee. Each month, I also provide brief education to the group. This past
month the topic was how God works to heal our hearts when we suffer grief/loss. The subject was prompted by my own
feelings after a recent visit to someone on our list. We also spend time in prayer during the meeting, for each name on
our list. One of our biggest challenges is keeping track of recipients as they move between hospital, home and/or facility
care so that we can continue to provide cards, calls and visits.
Please contact me or Pastor Bob if you have any questions, suggestions, or know of needs with which we can assist.
Barb Gibson

AD BOARD REPORTS

4/25/19

Scouting – Joan L. Rininger – All the scout troops are in their spring activities – fund raisers, working on earning badges, camping,
volunteering to help with church projects, road pick-up, etc. It is the time that weekend camp-outs, and other outdoor activities are
beginning. Troop 91 is in the process of trying to do a spaghetti dinner fund raiser. The Girl Scouts met their cookie sales goal and will be
heading to Great Wolf Lodge in August! They will be planning some fundraisers to earn money to pay for the "extras". The girls recently
hosted one of the Lenten Dinners and were grateful for that opportunity to serve the church and earn some funds. They will be heading to
the Planetarium in May. At the advisement of the Trustees Committee, we will also be having a "Lights Out" fire drill in the near future.
Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
Financial:
The pantry has $11,922.32, plus $777 in Meijer Food Cards.
Amazon Smile Donating Reminder: Our pantry receives .5%% of any eligible purchases. We have received $16.76 so far in donations.
• Enter Smile.Amazon.com on your computer or mobile device.
• Enter your email and your password.
• Select Allegan United Methodist - Hands of Grace Food Pantry in the right hand corner.
• Search and purchase. Thank you again for supporting our pantry.
Pantry Updates:
1. The Food Pantry will be closing when the Sheriff’s Department states the roads are unsafe. The pantry closing will be
announced on Channel 3 (WWMT), Channel 8 (WOOD), Channel 13 (WZZM) and determined by Chris Jurkas and Rod
Rambadt.
2. Effective May 1st each client will be completing a new enrollment form.
3. Effective June 1st each client be allowed to visit our pantry twice per month.
Each client will be provided a church brochure.
Kids Hope – Judy Curry - Our financial situation has not changed in a while. We have had several activities which have been covered by
our volunteers that did not involve money. We are coming up on the busy time of the year. We will be holding our Graduation/End of the
year party which is tentatively scheduled for Monday, June 3rd at the church and at that time we will be using some of our funds to pay for
miscellaneous expenses and entertainment. We currently only have three potential KH children that may be going to camp. This would
incur a $50.00 per student deposit and then the balance to the camp after we have a commitment.
Living Faith – Rod Rambadt - We are working on church signage both internally and externally, putting together a marketing strategy for
the church, reviewing website practices, and discussing alternative ways of worshiping.
Membership - Judy Jennings – Membership stands at 297, as our church lost another member with the death of JoAnne Gallagher.
Missions – Trevah Dalrymple – The Mission Committee met on Monday, April 8. We continued to work on the Mission’s calendar for
2019. Due to the continuing destructive aftermath and devastation of Hurricane Maria, the slow rebuilding, and the poverty in Haiti and
Puerto Rico, assistance with continuing disaster relief for those two countries was chosen to be the mission for May.

FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR
Rev. Robert Lynch

The Empty Cross is the reminder of
New life
New Possibilities & opportunities!
When we see the empty Cross
We are reminded that God has sacrificed His Only Son
So each and every one of us is forgiven of our sins
The Empty Cross is the promise that there is hope for our earthly lives
And hope for the future in Eternity
Easter is more than just a day. It is a 50-day season that marks the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the ways we live into that
reality, just as his disciples did. The season of Easter has long been a time when newcomers to Christianity and those already
on the Christian journey revisit the foundations of the faith.
We will divide the 50-day period of celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ into two themes – “Living” and “Loving” – that
will focus upon the gospel narratives and ways to integrate these doctrinal pieces into daily Christian living.
What a great way to Encounter, Engage and Express our beliefs together!

Trustee – Sandy Oetman - Minimum Insurance Requirement Form has been completed by Don Forster and submitted to Scott
Dangremond. Don also seeded the ground over the new drain field at the parsonage. Minor repairs completed in the church building by
Willard Jennings and Jerry Masek. Video Surveillance System to be installed on April 9th.
Pastoral Care – Barb Gibson – The committee continues to work on many recent changes to the recipient list, sending cards, making calls
and visits, and praying for all. Assistance was requested from the congregation to help with a home bound member whose caretaker was
away on vacation - and the response helped to keep that person safe and sound for several days. The recipient list currently stands at 31.
UMW – Cindy Thiele –
*Lenten meals are over. The attendance kept declining each week from 48 to about 20.
*We had many funeral lunches chaired by Judy Jennings and good volunteers to help.
*For the Garage Sale, we will man the bake table and kitchen. Pulled pork sandwiches and egg salad sandwiches will be available,
as well as, cinnamon rolls & coffee.
* Grad Breakfast will be May 19th with Alyssa Trutsch, Allison Wiley, Abby Hall, Kyrel Hall, Morgan Sturman, and Naomi DeLaet.
We will serve grads and their parents breakfast and give each grad a gift.
Worship – Judy Jennings – We have had a successful Lenten Season with weekly suppers and services. Numbers have been as high as 47
and various groups within the church have prepared and served the suppers. Thanks to Elizabeth for leading our journaling series and
Pastor Bob for his ever present ability to pull these special evenings together. We were delighted to hear the Youth Choir and much
thanks to Wende for meeting with them on their schedule. Morgan Foune found an Easter play and the young people brought the story of
the Risen Lord to life. The Chancel Choir sang 3 weeks in a row in April and we thank the members for adding to our worship services. The
choir participated in a Palm Sunday evening service at the Congregational Church. Easter Sunday begins with a service at Hudson Corners
Cemetery for a sunrise service followed by our morning worship service at 9:30 am where we will sing Hallelujah to our Risen Lord!

1. We should continue to provide vibrant & blended worship where newcomers to Christianity and those already on the
Christian journey can experience and Encounter God’s Grace!
2. We should promote the many ways (Chancel Choir, Bell Choirs, Praise band Choir, Youth praise groups, Sunday school for
all ages, UMW Circles, UMM Men’s Group,) Allegan UMC offers newcomers to Christianity and those already on the Christian
journey to Engage their path of Spiritual growth!
3. Discover the many ways newcomers to Christianity and those already on the Christian journey can Express their spiritual
growth through service (Hands of Grace Food pantry and Kid’s Hope).

Month
January
February
March
April
May-Dec.
TOTAL
•

•
•

•
•

2018 Visits
98
82
74
84
750
1,088

# of People
344
275
221
275
2,458
3,573

2019 Visits
112
164
70
77

# of People
259
516
225
245

# of Kids
106 (thru 1/21)
186
80
90

388

1,245

462

Donations: March: Village Market-18 soup, 6 pizzas, 34 bread, 4 tortillas, 10 bakery items; 13 pasta sauce, 3
vegetables, 8 ketchup, 36 spaghetti, 3 peanut butter, 2 soup, 11 cereal. April: Ladders of Hope-4 crates of milk, 41
bakery items, 1 pkg cherry tomatoes; Village Market-29 bread, 23 bakery items, 15 miscellaneous; 15 4 lb. bags of
sugar, 16 peanut butter, 10 pasta, 24 ramen noodles, 9 pasta sauce, 1 ketchup, 25 miscellaneous; Village Market-14
bread, 14 dessert items, 4 misc.; 12 spaghetti sauce
May Donation Request: Ketchup or Jelly
We purchase several items throughout the year, so if you see them on sale, please feel free to buy them. The items
we purchase are:
Breakfast: Cereal, Oatmeal
Lunch or for recipes: Chicken Noodle Soup, Cream of Mushroom Soup, Jelly, Peanut Butter
Dinner: Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Tuna, Green Beans, Corn, Pork & Beans
Condiments: Ketchup & Mustard
Personal Items: Laundry Soup & Toilet Paper

OF COURSE, WE WELCOME ANY FOOD OR PERSONAL ITEMS

Cereal Drive: We will make an announcement or pass along a clipboard for:
Volunteers needed the 1st week in May for pickups at different sites
Volunteers needed the 1st week of May at Hungry for Christ
Stuff the Bus: We will be at Village Market sharing with Christ Community Church (The Vine) on June 2022. Specific need for volunteers will be announced at a later date.

Church and Parsonage Expenses - March 2019
March Income

$18,501.53

Church Expenses
704 Advertising
602
606
602
602
605
709
602
702
505
602
504

903

90.00
184.38
13.99

Charter (Internet, Phone)
Church Maintenance
City of Allegan (Water, Sewer)
Consumers Elect.
Lawn/Snow
Machine Maintenance (Konica Copier)
Michigan Gas
Office Supplies
Professional Reimbursement - Pastor Bob
Republic Services (Garbage/Recyle) (Church & Parsonage)
Travel - Pastor Bob
Wages
West Michigan Conference & Insurance
Worship Misc. - Music

80.86
958.42
120.00
262.77
556.57
333.42
40.00
68.80
446.60
10,369.10
5,734.53
154.00

809 Music - Choir

12.50

Total Church Expenses for March 2019

United Methodist Women
The 6 Lenten meals are over. The pricing and selling of items for the sale is
over. The bake sale and lunch items for the Church Garage Sale is over.
WHEW! Our next service mission is the Graduation Breakfast on May 19th.
We know of 6 graduates at this time – Alyssa Trutsch, Allison Wiley, Abby
Hall, Kyrel Hall, Morgan Sturman, and Naomi DeLaet. We will serve a
breakfast to the graduates and their parents, as well as present the kids with
a gift during the church service.
Many thanks to all the women and men who have stepped up to help with
the funeral luncheons. There is always set-up, food to prepare, dishes to
wash, and clean-up to do. Ask Judy Jennings how you can help.

$19,425.94

Parsonage Expenses
(Phone, TV, Internet)
603 Charter
603 Consumers Elect.
603 Michigan Gas

161.38
121.21
119.85

Total Parsonage Expenses for March 2019

(Non Audited)

$

Total

402.44

$19,828.38

2019 PENTWATER FAMILY CAMP

2019 May – 1st Quarter Financial Corner
The 2019 Annual Budget goal is $203,268, which equates to $16,936 income per
month.
Our financial trends for the 1st Quarter of 2019 were good. January, February and
March exceeded the goal income – thanks to all of you for your faithful donations.
We have collected $62,263 which is $11,455 over the budgeted plan. Please keep in
mind that a few families have completed their annual giving in the first Quarter of
2019. 1st Quarter expenses totaled $52,176, which is $1,368 over the budgeted
plan. All-in-all, a great start to 2019.
With that being said, please remember the 2nd and 3rd quarters traditionally tend to be our worst quarters.
Let’s try and keep up this positive momentum in these next quarters and have a great year!

FAMILY CAMP is June 29 – July 6 at Lake Michigan Camp near
Pentwater. If you are not signed up but would like to join us or have
any questions, please contact Hanford and Eilene Brink
(269-673-6031) as soon as possible.
The cost is $35 per night and if you haven’t already paid you can pay
in full when you arrive at camp. You will be charged for each night
you have reserved. Hanford will also be collecting $3 per night for each site to help cover the cost of renting the
pavilion and walk-in cooler (cash or check to Hanford Brink by June 1).
We are looking for someone to lead our Sunday night vesper service. Let us know if this is something you would be
willing to do. We are also in need of people to lead the daily devotions Monday-Friday. Please see the sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall.
Reminder: The camp spring clean-up day is May 4. If you are interested in helping, call the camp office at 231-8695627.

Our Church secretary has changed the layout of the Sunday bulletin insert, where you find the financial
information. We have decided to break it down into smaller parts to show everyone how much comes in each
week, compared to each week’s budget and where we stand year-to-date. We have received positive feedback
on this new look, but if you have questions don’t hesitate to ask.
In an effort towards cost savings, the Trustees have developed a policy explaining the lighting, heating and
cooling, and the opening and closing of doors. Their next item to be researched is motion lights in the
downstairs halls.
We would like to thank everyone that came out to garage sale, as well as the many who volunteered their time
to make it a reality. Thank you to the UMW and volunteers that put on a wonderful spread for breakfast and
lunch during the sale, as well the bake table. Thank you everyone that came in to price items, it took some hard
work and time and was accomplished amazingly well! Thank you to the strong men that helped with all the
furniture, pick up and set up, we couldn’t have gotten it done without you. We hope to have another garage
sale in a couple years, so if you didn’t make it to this year’s garage sale fundraiser, we will do it again.
The Finance Committee continues to develop Standard Operating Procedures for processing expenditure
payments for the Church.
Thank you,
The Finance Committee

Please see insert for new sign that has been posted around the church
regarding “Fire Safety, Energy Efficiency and Security Procedures” If you
have any questions regarding these procedures, please see Board of
Trustees.

SUMMER TEA PARTY
Sunday, June 2nd at 8:00 a.m. we will be having a Tea Party, hosted by Cathy Foune. This
tea party is for ladies of all ages (young and young at heart). If you are interested in
helping please, contact Cathy Foune at (269) 303-1162 or dcfoune@gmail.com

Things are busy in our Kids Hope Program. We have 15 children currently being
mentored and three of the 15 are fifth graders that will be moving on to Middle
School in the fall. We are in the process of planning our Graduation/End of the School
Year Party. Our mentors and other volunteers just helped out at the Kindergarten
Roundup. We have “Muffins for Moms” that is scheduled for May 3rd from 7:15-8:00
in the Northward Gym. We will need about 8-10 volunteers for that. We also will be
celebrating “TEACHERS APPRECIATION WEEK” May 6th through May 10th. Our
program will once again be showing our appreciation for the Northward Teachers and
staff by furnishing them with pies. I am told that this is something that they look
VERY forward to. If you love to bake and have the talent of making pies, please let me know. We are going to be
planning on about 10 pies.
Again, thank you for all your support to our Kids Hope Program. As you can see, we are very involved at the school,
not only with mentoring but other areas that pertain to putting our faces in front of the community as positive role
models for our children and our school.
GOD BLESS YOU!!!!!!
Judy Curry 269-760-4483

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
May 2019
ACOLYTES
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE!
Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Clubs – Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies –
Missions
Pop Tops from cans – Burn
Center in Chicago

5 – Allison & Olivia Wiley
12 – Alex & Morgan Foune
19 – DeLaet Children
26 – Audrey Brink

COMMUNION SERVERS
5 – Corlee Harris
Joan Rininger
Andy & Arlene Branham

FELLOWSHIP TIME
Sarah Circle

Reminders!
Mother’s Day
May 12th

Graduation
Sunday
May 19th

GREETERS
5 – Ginny Borgman
12 – DeLaet Family
19 – Sue Chappell
26 – Scott & Connie Dangremond

LITURGIST
5 – Alex Foune
12 – Lyn McQuaid
19 – Lyn McQuaid
26 – Tita Balgoyen

TV MEDIA
5 – Amanda Blom
12 – Alex Foune
19 – Rod Rambadt
26 – Nathan Parrish

NURSERY
5 – Cathy Foune
12 – Beth Ann DeLaet
19 – Joyce Brink
26 – Chris Jurkas

PIANISTS
5 – Wende Wood
12 – Ireland Armintrout
19 – Sari Hammon
26 – Lisa Campeau

SOUND
5 – Tim Borgman
12 – Jon Brink
19 – Ed Garvin
26 – Willard Jennings

USHERS
5 – Bill & Tita Balgoyen
12 – Kevin DeLaet
Naomi DeLaet
19 – Tim Borgman
Cindy Thiele
26 – Tim & Elizabeth Closson

VIDEO
5 – Jon Brink
12 – Naomi DeLaet
19 – Bobby Tremaine
26 – Clyde DeLaet

