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ANNIVERSARIES
3 – Mark & Deb Heather
20 – Dick & Judie Randels

From the Heart of the Pastor
Rev. Robert Lynch
Allegan UMC Synergy: The Power of Togetherness!
“Growing People to Love God”
We all look at situations differently. In life, you may have come across some
happy-go-lucky individuals who are painfully optimistic, looking at the world
through their rose-colored glasses and then there are those who tend to look at
the negative aspect of things. But here’s the question — are people and situations
always so black and white?
Life is not black and white — it is more shades of gray. The debate of whether
the glass is half full or half empty goes deeper than sorting people into two groups
— optimists and pessimists, because human behavior is complex. In between the 2
ends of the outlook spectrum, there are realists who share similar, yet very
different personality traits.
We painfully have seen this scenario play out in the World Wide United
Methodist Church concerning Human Sexuality and unfortunately we see this
scenario playing out in our Local church in our mission to be Disciples of Jesus
Christ.
What kind of outlook should we have (Optimism versus Pessimism) when it
comes to the Mission of Allegan United Methodist Church? What is the reality we
face as followers of Jesus the Christ?
Demographically, MissionInsite shows that we live in area where we continue
to have a mission to the 83% of our neighbors that do not see the importance of
attending religious services. The good news is that almost 50% of our neighbors
consider themselves spiritual and that Allegan United Church may offer the
ministries and an “open mind,” “open heart” and “open door” that our neighbors
seek. The fact that 50% of our neighbors consider themselves spiritual tells me
they are searching for a place and an atmosphere where they feel they can belong.
(A place where they are not judged and are welcomed!) I believe Allegan UMC is
already that place.
Demographically, MissionInsite shows the only increase in population in the
Allegan Area over the next five years will be in early and late elementary school
aged children (ages 5 to 14). Our increase of families with children using our
“Hands of Grace” food pantry demonstrates the economic concerns of the Allegan
area.
Our own declining membership and worship attendance numbers through
members moving, dying or becoming home bound reflect the decline nationally of
all mainstream Protestant Churches.
So as we approach another pledge drive and attempt to present a “Balanced
Budget for 2020” here are some thoughts for us to consider!
1. Our Third Quarter financial numbers show an increase in giving and a
decrease in expenses. We have had excellent fundraisers with our All
Church Garage sale and our food/bake sales. We also started receiving
Conference financial Assistance that started in July.
2. Staff Pastor Parish Committee has presented Staff/Pastor cuts for the 2020
budget which were approved by the Ad Board in October meeting.
3. Whether we are an optimist or Pessimist when it comes to church
finances we always must remain faithful to the Mission of Allegan UMC.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE IN
November 2019
ACOLYTES
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE!
Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Clubs – Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies – Missions
Pop Tops from cans – Burn Center
in Chicago

3 – Alex & Morgan Foune

10 – DeLaet Children
17 – Audrey Brink
24 – Alex & Morgan Foune

COMMUNION SERVERS
3 – Corlee Harris
Joan Rininger
Eilene Brink
Sari Hammon

NURSERY
6 – Jo Anne Giles
13 – Beth Ann DeLaet
20 – Joyce Brink
27 – Lisa Campeau

PIANISTS
3 – Wende Wood
10 – Amanda Blom
17 – Ireland Armintrout
24 – Susan Thiel

SOUND
FELLOWSHIP TIME
YOUTH GROUP

UPCOMING EVENTS

November 28th

GREETERS
3 – Dan & Lori Barber
10 – Joy & Jerry Masek
17 – Tom & Jan Tuffelmire
24 – Lisa Campeau

LITURGIST
3 – Kathie Arney
10 – George Babcock
17 – DeLaet Family
24 – Sari Hammon
TV MEDIA
3 – Ireland Armintrout
10 – Rod Rambadt
17 – Amanda Blom
24 – Alex Foune
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3 – Jon Brink
10 – Tim Borgman
17 – Hanford Brink
24 – Ed Garvin

USHERS
3 – Bill & Tita Balgoyen
10 – Lisa Campeau
Ed Garvin
17 – Kevin & Beth Ann DeLaet
24 – Tim Dickinson
Cindy Thiele

VIDEO
3 – Clyde DeLaet
10 – Jon Brink
17 – Barb Gibson
24 – Bobby Tremaine

Pg. 5

AD BOARD REPORTS
10/17/19
Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
Financial: The pantry currently has $12,129.28. The 2019 Meijer Food Drive totaled $3,300.00, divided by 3 pantries, equals
$1,100.00. We had $10.90 from 2018 food drive that we could not use because the card was not working properly. Bridge, the
Allegan County Food Pantry Executive Director provided us with an extra $29.08 Food Card replacing the $10.90 one.
Software Training Session: Training has been delayed and will occur in the next few weeks.
Client Visits: Effective November 1st, clients may visit our pantry once per month. July 1st to October 31st our clients were
allowed to visit the pantry twice per month.

Kids Hope – Judy Curry – We currently have 10 students that are being mentored. We received 3 new referrals and are

waiting to hear back from parents for permissions to start mentoring. Once we have permission, I will be assigning mentors to
those students. Very soon I am going to campaign for people interested in mentoring and hopefully begin mentor training
with those interested. Trying to decide if we want to get through the holidays or start sooner. I will be attending a Kids Hope
Regional Directors seminar in Grand Rapids on November 23rd. Financially we are good. Not much is being spent. We are
coming into the holidays with the Christmas party and Thanksgiving bags that Emmie Babcock puts together, so will be
spending money there.
Membership - Judy Jennings – Membership lost one member, Annie Ward. We are in the process of receiving 2-4 members
by transfer.
Missions – Trevah Dalrymple –
Missions Committee met on Thursday, Oct. 8. Pastor Bob told us he had met Emily Burns, who is a Global Missions Fellow who
is currently working out of the Sunnyside UMC on Gull Road in Kalamazoo. He arranged for Emily to come and speak to our
congregation this Sunday, October 20. Our church’s October mission is to support Emily in her endeavors. Leah Van Order will
lead the Christmas Basket project this year. She has been in contact with North Ward to get names for our Christmas
Baskets/Angel Tree. Trevah will call the families once we get the names to determine any specific needs. The Mission project
for November will be UMCOR Disaster Services. Among their many projects, they are heavily involved with the rebuilding and
ministering to the people’s needs in the devastated portion of the Bahamas. The next Missions Committee meeting will be
Thursday, November 7th.
Scouting – Joan L. Rininger –
Troop 91/191 BSA is scheduled to clean the gutters at the parsonage this weekend depending on weather. The Troop will
have a guest speaker on Sunday, November 17th. Jason Kelley, an officer with the Grand Rapids Fire Department will be
joining them to work on Fire Safety Merit Badge. There will be a Court of Honor on October 27th. On November 2nd the
troop will be helping with the Belding Candlestone Strides fund raiser by manning aid stations (handing out water and
Gatorade to the runners).
Girl Scout Troop 80500 - The girls are having regular meetings and keeping busy. The girls have been planning and earning
badges, and will be assembling more Birthday Bags for the food pantry at the next meeting. They have just completed their
Fall fundraiser, selling nuts and candy, and will begin making plans for this year's adventures.
SPRC – Dick Randels –
SPRC has completed work on documents for Church Conference. We also have reviewed payroll costs and are making some
recommendations for reducing the budget.
Trustee – Sandy Oetman –
The bi-fold door inside the elevator needed repair this month. Our yearly Energy Audit was completed. Outside lights at
parsonage and outside Fellowship Hall were replaced. Refrigerator light fixture and outside light fixture on church steeple
were replaced. The following projects are in the works: repair leak around chimney at parsonage, cleaning gutters at
parsonage, tree removal at parsonage, either a new stove for church kitchen or bring cylinder and control heads up to date to
comply with State requirement, carpet cleaning scheduled for 11/29.
Worship – Judy Jennings –
Worship meets October 30th, 6:00 pm, for planning the Advent season.
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Recently, I watched a talk show which featured guest country singer/song
writer Greg Morgan. He shared the heart-wrenching story of the death of his
19-year- old son, Jerry, who was killed in a tubing accident. He also told the
story of writing a song about this tragic event. The song is titled “The Father,
My Son, and The Holy Ghost” and honors his son’s memory. Greg said it was
tough to write and it is even tougher to perform it, but he feels led to share
this song in the hopes that through this song he can encourage others to stick
with their faith and make it work even through some of the darkest times in
their lives. Greg was asleep when the words and music came to him, and he
thought he would roll over and go back to sleep and write down the words
later, but God had different plans. God was not having any part of that, so Greg got up and four hours
later the song and music were written! Sometimes God is so persistent, He will not let you put off what
He has led you to do. I have experienced this call, voice, or strong urging to stop what I am doing be it
reading, sleeping or whatever and listen to that still small voice and act on it. I must say I am not always
happy as sometimes this call or voice interrupts what I am doing and I truly don’t want to act on it. I am
sure God can tell I am not in the mood, but He is so persistent and will not take “no” for an answer. I will
say I am always glad when I see the results of listening and acting on what He has called me to do. Isn’t it
amazing that the God we all know and love cares enough about us to call to us even in the night to do
what might bless others.
“Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord if You lead me, I will hold
Your people in my heart.”
Blessings my friends as we enter into the Thanksgiving season,

Judy Jennings

UPCOMING BOY SCOUT FUND RAISERS!!
Wednesday, November 6, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m., Pizza Hut Fund Raiser
Saturday, December 14, Pancakes With Santa Fund Raiser
American Legion Hall – Time announced soon
Meat Sticks available any time from Joan Rininger

Mission Moment
The Mission project for November will be UMCOR Disaster Services.
Among their many projects, they are heavily involved with the rebuilding
and ministering to the people’s needs in the devastated portion of the
Bahamas.
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Sermon Themes
December 1, 2019

Financial Corner

Hanging of the Greens! Advent marks the beginning of another year in the cycle of Scriptures that
presents the narrative of the love of God revealed to the world. Jesus is coming! It is our responsibility
to “prepare the way” and get ready

December 8, 2019

“Christmas Pageant” Our Young people will once again teach us the true meaning of Christmas.
The First Carols: The Benedictus Luke 1:68-79 Zechariah endures months of imposed silence after
being told of the impending birth of his son. But when the child is born, the mouth of Zechariah
opens, and a song pours forth. It is the first carol in the New Testament!
6p.m. Carols by Candlelight
December 15, 2019
December 22, 2019
December 24, 2019

December 29, 2019

The First Carols: The Magnificent
Luke 1:47-55
Mary’s song blesses the Lord. It is the second carol in the New Testament
The First Carols: The Gloria
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
A chorus of angels sing to shepherds. It is the third carol. Part III of a three-part series
Christmas Eve 8 p.m. Unexpected Gift Matthew 1:18-25
Air-conditioned shoes and toilet nightlights are among the unexpected and perhaps unwelcome gifts
you might receive for Christmas this year. The text, however, speaks of another gift — unexpected. Is
this a gift that is also unwelcome?
In the Public Domain
Hebrews 2:10-18
Mark Boylan preaching!
Scores of works entered the public domain on January 1 of this year. Today’s text on the last Sunday
of the year reminds us that the Cross has never been private, but, rather, has always been in the
public domain.

•

•
•
•

The 2019 Annual Budget goal is $203,268, which equates to $16,936 income per month.
Our financial trends vs the Budget for the first 9 months remain very good. Through 9 months we are at $154,518 income
vs a plan of $152,424. We are doing very well on our spending for the year as we have spent $149,116 vs plan of
$152,424! – thanks to all of you for your faithful donations and your watchful spending needs.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
The Finance Committee continues to work on the Pledge Drive for 2020. John Watson, Finance Committee will be speaking
on Sunday October 27th about the Budget. Sandy Oetman, Trustees, will speak on November 3rd. The Dead Sea Players will
be doing a skit on November 10th. June Querback will be speaking from the Congregation on November 17th. Pastor Bob
will have a message on November 24th. Sunday December 1st will be the actual Pledge Giving Day.
The Bake/Craft/Ag table ended in October – we would like to thank all of the support from individuals for bringing the goods
and to all of the buyers from this table.
The Finance committee has been working on some very needed projects to date.
The Finance Committee is planning for a Pie or Dessert Sale for Thanksgiving this year. Pie orders will be available to place
November 3rd and 10th, and money will need to be in by no later than November 20th. Pies will be able to be picked up at
the church on Tuesday and Wednesday November 26th and 27th.
Finally, copies of the new Standard Operating Procedures are available in the Church office. Please take notice of the
bulletin boards in the Church for continued information. Thank you to all for your continued help and support of our
Allegan United Methodist Church.
Thank you, The Finance Committee

Joys: Congratulations to Katie Anderson, at the purchase of her first house.
Congratulations to Heather Weeks Hitchcock on her marriage to David Hitchcock.
Health Concerns: Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Judie Randels, and Kim Leslie.
Prayers for Bobby Tremaine and Tori Lindsley for healing.
Prayers for our military: Those connected with this congregation:
John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Zachary Cooke, Andrew Cowen, Matt Fullam, Stephanie
Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed, Mara Ruiz, Jason Star, Dai
Wessman, and Dan Wrobleski.
Continued prayers for those battling cancer or having treatment: Jane Allen, Tom Arlington, Evelyn
Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Paul Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim Conlon, Stacy David, Jessica Green, Bud
Harney, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski, Kim Leslie, Lyn McQuaid, Bruce Mejeur, Philip
Nicolai, Michele Randal, Judie Randels, Terri Stapleton, Toby Star, Judy Stark, Jackson Stout, Florene
Stultz, Mindy Sturman, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Nola Thole, Danny Truong, Jenny Walsh,
Jen Wessman & those known but unnamed.
Concerns & Sympathy: Prayers for the healing of friends and family of Harvey Brady, Joyce Brink’s
brother, and Annie Ward, at their passing. Prayers for Samantha (Wood) Fontanez; prayers for our
schools and their teachers and students this year; Continued prayers for those unnamed, having health
problems, or have suffered loss.
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Church and Parsonage Expenses – September 2019
Income $ 13,706.78
Donations:
September: 3 pancake mix, 4 mac & cheese, 5 Hamburger Helper, 1 ketchup. Village Market: 47 bakery, 1 sugar, 1
rice, 36 bread, 4 focaccia bread, 1 misc.
October: 85 soup, 14 mac & cheese, 12 pasta, 16 tuna, 8 mustard, 2 Hamburger Helper, 37 peanut butter, 3
mayonnaise, 2 pancake mix, 2 cereal, 1 ketchup, 8 cans vegetables, 8 pasta sauce, 72 ramen noodles. Village Market35 desserts, 73 bread, 4 misc., 1 cereal. Camp Kaskitowa – 9 pkgs of bagels, 6 pkgs corn tortillas and 100 1 oz. cups of
cream cheese.
Donation requests for November: Pasta—Spaghetti-Noodles
Client visit change: Clients are returning to once per month effective November 1, 2019.
Intake Training:The training is complete, and we are now using the new software
Benefit Concert: The pantry will have a musical benefit concert in May, 2020.
ITEM OF THE MONTH
Month
2018 Visits # of People 2019 Visits # of People # of Kids

•

•
•
•
•

Jan-Sept
October
Nov.-Dec
Total

842
76
246
1,088

2,755
250
1,118
3,573

1,099
133

3,540
422

1,308
161

1,232

3,962

1,469

Allegan UMC has a long-standing tradition of providing Christmas Baskets to
community families, and again this year we will make Christmas a little brighter for 10
North Ward families, and we appreciate whatever you can do to help in this important
mission outreach. Check out the plans and let Leah Van Order know how you would
like to be involved. You can email her at leahvanorder@gmail.com.
PLANS THUS FAR:
… Village Market will again provide the food for their families, so they can prepare their meal.
… This year we are going to provide a pillow for every member of the family. We will let you know
how many pillows we will need.
… On November 24th we will be providing information on each family member, so that those who
wish can select one or more names to purchase clothing, gifts or toys. If you don’t like to shop, you
may donate money for the Christmas Baskets. Maybe you would like to do the shopping for
someone who doesn’t like shopping. There will be a sheet with ideas for items or toys for each
person, along with instructions.
… All gifts must be back in the church under the Christmas Tree in the Fellowship Hall, no later than
December 8th.
… Saturday December 14th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. we will need help to distribute and help the
families take their things to their cars.
… If you would like to donate any scarfs, hats, mittens, anything that might fit in a stocking.
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God bless each and everyone
Mission Committee

Church Expenses
705
602
606
602
602
149
709
602
702
505
602
504

Administrative Misc.
Charter (Internet, Phone)
Church Maintenance
City of Allegan (Water, Sewer)
Consumers Elect.
Discretionary Fund
Machine Maintenance (Konica Minolta)
Michigan Gas
Office Supplies
Professional Reimbursement - Pastor Bob
Republic Services (Garbage/Recycle) (Church & Parsonage)
Travel - Pastor Bob
Wages
West Michigan Conference & Insurance
903 Worship

Total Church Expenses for September 2019

$
484.75
$
182.18
$
195.03
$
63.54
$ 1,071.87
$
50.00
$
469.46
$
46.84
$
196.25
$
40.00
$
81.23
$
348.00
$ 10,183.74
$ 3,857.42
$
54.12
$ 17,324.43

Parsonage Expenses
603
603
603
603

Charter (Phone, TV, Internet)
Consumers Electric
Michigan Gas
Lane Soft Water

Total Parsonage Expenses for August 2019
(Non-Audited)

$
$
$
$

211.38
294.53
18.37
77.00

$

601.28

Total $ 17,925.71

United Methodist Women Moment
Yes, it’s Bazaar time again. Right up front, I want to thank the church family for
supporting this money-making event. The bazaar basically provides our budget for the
year.
*There will be a New Never Used table this year.
*Bake Goods and Canned Goods are always popular.
*Craft items are needed—yarn, clay, wood, other?
*The Treasure Room will take good secondhand items.
*The pulled pork Luncheon Plate can be enjoyed at the
church or as a takeout.
Can you help in some way?
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