Allegan United Methodist Church – June 2020

We Return to Worship in Person Sunday June 14th
What will our Worship Service look like when the “Stay at Home” guidelines are lifted and we will be
allowed to gather together in our sacred space of Allegan UMC Sanctuary!
As a church, we are already preparing and thinking about how we can best provide a safe
Sanctuary!
Each one of us will have to make an individual or family decision to enter our Sanctuary when that
time comes! If you fall under a high risk status because of age and existing health conditions that put
you at risk, please use common sense!

Protective face guards (masks) will be provided if you do not already have one!

(Unless you have a respiratory condition that wearing a mask inhibits your breathing, we recommend
wearing a mask!) We lift up three reasons for wearing the mask!

1. These are steps we are taking to err on the side of keeping people as safe as we can in
the midst of a pandemic that has already claimed the lives of over 100,000 people in the
United States.
2. We are taking these steps to follow rule # 1 in John Wesley's three simple rules for ethical
and faithful Christian practice. We are seeking to do no harm.
3. In implementing these procedures we are trying to follow the example of Jesus whose
practice was always to care for the needs of the most vulnerable in our society and never to
insist that his "religious rights" and "personal freedom" should be given priority.
Social distancing will remain in effect! Maintain a distance of at least 6-10 feet
from others: Worship Committee is busy creating safe places in our Sanctuary!
Holding or shaking hands will not be permitted!
Offertory plates will be in various areas of the church instead of passing the plate!
If you are not able to be present on Sunday please mail a check in, or
electronically share your weekly gifts with your church. Thank you for your
generosity!
Order of Worship will be shown on the TV screens.
Communion will be distributed in individual packs with wafer and juice inside
when we have Communion Sunday.
Jon & Joyce will continue to perform a deep cleaning sanitizing of the areas of our
church!
We will continue to provide Worship on line at Alleganumc.net and Allegan
United Methodist church page on Facebook. Invite a friend, neighbor or relative
to check out our online service.
No Nursery or Fellowship Time until further notice.
If you have COVID-19 symptoms, such as fever, cough, or difficulty breathing, contact
your health care provider in advance to tell them about your symptoms before arriving
at a doctor’s office or hospital. Inform your church.

THANKFUL CORNER
Psalm 139:1-12 says, “The Lord will keep you from all harm – He
will watch over your life.” This promise has rung true for many of
us during this Pandemic as we shelter in place a while longer. For
our family we have missed many special occasions: 11 birthdays, 2
holidays, Mother’s Day, a family wedding, a grandson’s High School
graduation, a camping outing, and some anniversaries. That is a lot
since the end of March! As much as we missed these celebrations
or activities we are ever thankful that, thus far, our family has
remained healthy and that is a true blessing from God! It is so hard
to hear and listen to all the different opinions from the President,
our Governor, our Bishop, and even different health officials as
their theories vary so on how to re-enter into life before COVID-19
came into our lives. Personally, I don’t believe we will ever get back
to life as we knew it for a very long time, if ever. How we use this
time apart is up to us. Jacque James likes the word opportunities,
and that is what this time has given us. For me, I called some
people I don’t usually call, I wrote cards and letters to folks that I
don’t always take the time to do, I have made soups and desserts
and taken them to people, I have made special dishes my family
enjoys and delivered them to their houses, and I have hosted meals
and special visits on my porch all because I had the time to do it.
One of the special things that happened during this time is I had a
phone call, I know Jacque did too, from Rev. Hutchens daughter
Susie. What a wonderful surprise that was and it was so good to
catch up on her family and hear how her life in Florida is going. As
she said, she was using this time to catch up with old friends. What
have you done with this time? There is still time to reach out and
make a difference in someone’s life. Perhaps we won’t put back
into our lives some of things that we thought were so important as
we have seen how we have gotten along without them. What a joy
it is to talk to June Querback during this time as she is always so
uplifting and never complains about the fact that she has not been
anywhere since March! She has a smile in her voice and at almost
95 she still attempts to walk in her driveway or in her house. She
too has been calling people just to check on them. What a
wondrous example she is to us to trust in God and live the best life
you can. In 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 it says, “Cast all your anxiety on
{God} because He cares for you and He does! He has carried all of
us through this time of fear, anxiety, sadness, and loss of our lives
as we knew them. He has and He will sustain us through all the
days of our lives until we cross that river and fight life’s final war
with pain, and then as death gives way to victory we will see the
lights of Glory and we’ll know He Lives!
Amen.
Blessings my friends, Judy

1 – Bonnie Olcott
2 – Joyce Hard
6 – Eilene Brink
Terry Brink
7 – Cade Thiel
8 – Joyce Brink
9 – Tessa Armintrout
11 – Gene Wood
14 – Ray Kinney
Bailey Weaver
15 – June Querback
William Armintrout
18 – Ami Salisbury
21 – Jennifer Dunning
James Flynn
22 – Paul McQuaid
23 – David Armintrout
Jack Rininger
26 – Karen Rambadt
Alyssa Trutsch
27 – Chris Stewart
Rhonda Griffin
Barb Simpson
30 – Nancy Armintrout

1 – Joshua & Amanda Blom
10 – Rick & Linda Flynn
20 – Mike & Virginia Conklin
22 – John & Pat Cantwell
23 – Norm & Margaret Pierson
24 – Paul & Rhonda Griffin
26 – Vern & Bonnie Olcott
29 – Willard & Judy Jennings
David & Nancy Armintrout

THANK YOU:

I would like to thank all of my Allegan UMC friends for the
cards and support during Judie's illness and her passing. I
am most grateful. – Dick Randels

HEALTH CONCERNS:

Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Jim Elmore, Kris
Blackburn, & Debbie Stutzman. Prayers for all those
affected by the COVID-19 Coronavirus, whether they are
sick, out of school, or off work.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY:

Those connected with this congregation:
John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Zachary
Cooke, Andrew Cowen, Matt Fullam, Stephanie Hadley,
Isaiah Hadley, Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea
Reed, Mara Ruiz, Jason Star, Dai Wessman, and Dan
Wrobleski.

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR THOSE
BATTLING CANCER OR HAVING TREATMENT:

Jane Allen, Tom Arlington, Bill Balgoyen, Evelyn Bierlein,
Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Paul Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim
Conlon, Stacy David, Jessica Green, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan
Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski, Bruce Mejeur, Philip Nicolai,
Michele Randal, Terri Stapleton, Toby Star, Judy Stark,
Jackson Stout, Florene Stultz, Mindy Sturman, Deb
Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Nola Thole, Danny
Truong, Rhyan Veenkant, Jenny Walsh, Jen Wessman, Steve
Wrobleski & those known but unnamed.

CONCERNS & SYMPATHY:

Prayers for the friends and families of the following people
that have passed: Bill Balgoyen, Al Nielsen, Michelle Speck,
& Jean Milbocker. Continued prayers for those unnamed,
having health problems, or have suffered loss.

From the Heart of the Pastor –
Rev. Robert Lynch
Allegan UMC Synergy: The
Power of Togetherness!
“Growing People to Love God
Continues at a Crossroads”
It was my 17th birthday, April 5, 1968! I
was coming off the field and heading to
the locker room, when I noticed the
principal talking to my Afro-American
teammates. They were in tears as the
news shared by the principal was that
Martin Luther King Junior was
assassinated! That was the beginning of
the bad news as Robert Kennedy would
be assassinated that June, the Vietnam
War was in full swing with many of the
veterans returning home in body bags.
Our cities became places of anger and
protests, leading to riots and violence!
1968 was a time when many thought,
including myself, that the United States
of America might not survive!
Somehow we survived and I thought
the Country became stronger and
worked through the racial violence and
political turmoil, but the recent events
of 2020 have once again allowed the
racial divide and political turmoil to
surface.
The Covid-19 Pandemic, 40 million
unemployed, floods and racial violence
has cracked the united seam of a
United States. Our cities are once again
experiencing riots and violence!
Pentecost 2020 reminds that God
empowers us to move beyond our
human limitedness! The sending of the
Holy Spirit needs to happen once again
during these difficult times. Let’s pray
for each other!

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
THOSE WHO SERVE
IN
June 2020
ACOLYTES
WHAT DO WE COLLECT?
CHECK OUT THE ROUND
TABLE OUTSIDE THE
OFFICE!
Box Tops for Education for
North Ward Elementary
Lions Clubs – Glasses
Loose Change/Pennies –
Missions
Pop Tops from cans – Burn
Center in Chicago

Reminders
June 21

14 – Audrey Brink
21 – Alex & Morgan Foune
28 – DeLaet Children

COMMUNION SERVERS
FELLOWSHIP TIME
NO Fellowship Time Until
Further Notice

GREETERS
14 – Lois Giles
21 – Jeff Gowens
Barb Simpson
28 – Judy Jennings

LITURGIST

14 – Cathy/Alex Foune
21 – Judy Jennings
28 – Patty Anderson
TV MEDIA
14 – Rod Rambadt
21 – Nathan Parrish
28 – Alex Foune
** ALL ARE SUBJECT TO
CHANGE.

NURSERY
NO Nursery Until
Further Notice

PIANISTS
14 – Amanda Blom
21 –
28 –

SOUND
14 – Jon Brink
21 – Tim Borgman
28 – Hanford Brink

USHERS
14 – Hanford Brink
Joyce Brink
21 – Joshua & Amanda Blom
28 – Cindy Thiele
Tim Dickinson

VIDEO
14 – Clyde DeLaet
21 – Barb Gibson
28 – Jon Brink

** POSITION DUTIES ARE
VARIED DUE TO COVID-19
PROCEDURES!

•

Donations:
May: 4 cans of corn, 6 tuna, 11 soup, 6 jello, 4 cans juice, 4 jars condiments, 2 cans fruit, 9 snack bars, 1 pkg
latte; 12 rolls of toilet paper, 2 cans of chicken breast, 1 peanut butter, 5 pork & beans, 5 Manwich, 9 pasta
sauce, 1 snack; Donation Center-Feed the Need-40 ramen noodles, 24 shelf milk, 2 facial tissue, 12 rolls toilet
paper, 2 paper towel, 1 body wash, 1 shampoo, 10 feminine products, 3 toothpaste, 25 tortilla chips, 4 boxes
gloves, 17 peanut butter, 12 cans tomatoes, 12 drinks, 4 mac & cheese, 2 baby formula, 12 peach cans, 1
pasta sauce, 4 cans pasta, 27 cans beans, 16 soup, 2 can chicken breast, 3 pkgs mashed potatoes, 12 pkgs of
pasta, 1 rice mix, 2 toilet bowl cleaner, 12 fruit snacks, 35 bottles of water, 10 cereal, 2 boxes cinnamon
graham crackers, 1 pumpkin, 8 cans veggies, 2 pkgs of sandwich bags, 1 tuna, 1 bamboo shoot, 1 bottle Italian
dressing, 3 rice, 2 crackers, 2 spray cheese, 1 mayo, 1 2 lb. baking sofa, 4 peach preserves, 2 jars of gravy, 2
pkgs baby wipes, 2 deodorant, 5 toothbrushes, 4 floss items, 1 jello, 10 pkgs cookies, 1 jar kraut, 1 raspberry
muffin, 1 molasses, 1 hot sauce, 1 vinaigrette, 1 balsamic vinegar, 1 ketchup, 1 relish, 6 jars salsa, 4 cups
mandarin oranges, 2 anti-diarrhea medication, 1 Tylenol, 1 8 oz black tea, 4 hot chocolate, 1 ranch dressing
mix, 4 dumdum suckers, 2 popcorn seasoning, 2 fish sticks, 10 pkgs pork; Ladders of Hope: 109 bread items,
3 pkgs of cookies, 11 ½ gallons of milk, 20 heads of lettuce. Village Market-41 bread, 10 flour, 1 pie, 7
desserts, 5 pasta sauce, 2 chips;

•

Donation request for June: Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Tuna, Cereal, Jam/Jelly, Pork & Beans, and Toilet Paper.
Any type of donation is greatly appreciated not just the ones listed.
We are unable to purchase any items from our normal sources and are struggling to find new ones. So, any
help you can give us is certainly appreciated.
DEFINITELY IN NEED OF EGG CARTONS.

•

FINANCIAL-We currently have $23,668.87 in our account, plus $1,000 in Meijer Food Cards.

•

DONATION CENTER (at United Way): On May 24th we received 10 boxes of fresh vegetables to hand out to
families from Catholic Charities.

•

 ANYONE WISH TO HELP?
Go to www.feedtheneedAllegan.com to find instructions to make a financial contribution or make a
gift of food or goods. All the pantries benefit from this.

Month
January
February
March
April
May
Jun.-Dec.
Total

2019
Visits
90
89
83
103
93
936
1,394

# of
People
284
290
252
328
309
3,052
4,515

2020
Visits
190
302
276
203
108

# of
People
320
301
197
129
83

# of
Kids
102
100
79
74
25

1,079

1,030

380

UNITED
METHODIST
WOMEN

Did you Know?
The Book of Discipline of The United
Methodist Church requires every local church,
district, conference, and jurisdiction to have
an organization of United Methodist Women.
It also requires a national organization to,
among other duties, interpret United
Methodist Women’s role in fulfilling the
church’s mission; recommend programs and
policies; develop mission theology; provide
resources; secure funds; support regional
missionaries, national mission institutions
and deaconess and home missioners; and
express the concerns of women organized for
missions.
At the 2020 General Conference the UMW
will be bringing four new pieces of legislation
to be included in the church’s Book of
Resolutions –on observing Children’s Sabbath,
protecting the girl child, protecting voter
rights, and the status of women and realizing
full human rights. With 14 committees and
likely 1,000 petitions, petitions that pass in
committee will come before the full body for a
vote.
From January/ February response Magazine

In looking at the responsibilities in this New
Year, we have hosting the coffee hour after
worship and the upcoming Lenten meals in
March and April. We will need many people
to help with these tasks. We will be offering
scholarships again this year for Mission U at
Albion College
July 8-11. I hope you will
consider going to this fun educational event.

The mission highlighted for the month of June
is Cass Community Tiny Homes.

Through Rev. Faith Fowler's vision and
leadership over 25 years, Cass United
Methodist has built stability and community
among residents of Detroit. The latest
enterprise is 25 tiny, affordable homes.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

Cass Community Tiny Homes is in the
process of building 25 different Tiny
Homes (250-400sf) in Detroit, MI.
Each home will be on its own lot
(roughly 30 x 100 feet) and everyone
will be on a foundation. Most will have
a front porch or rear deck to increase
the living space.
The residents will have a combination
of experiences (formerly homeless
people, senior citizens, college
students and a few Cass staff
members) but all will qualify as lowincome.
At first, the residents will rent the
homes. Anyone who remains for seven
years will be given the opportunity to
own the home and property.
Renters pay a dollar per square foot for
homes ranging from 226 to 400 square
feet on 30-foot by 100-foot lots. After
seven years, the home will legally
become their home.
The Cass Community "tiny town" has a
green gym, clinic, store and jobs all
within walking distance

The Rev. Faith Fowler: "I figure by the time I
retire that at least 35 people will own their
homes. And that feels pretty good."

Rev. Fowler has written a book: "Tiny Homes
in a Big City," about the logistics and decisions
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