Allegan United Methodist Church – October 2020
From the Heart of the Pastor
Rev. Robert Lynch
Allegan UMC Synergy: The Power of Togetherness!
“Growing People to Love God”
“Hope”
So we are living with a pandemic (208,000 deaths nationally and counting)
We are living with natural disasters, (floods, hurricanes & wildfires)!
We are living with political and racial unrest!
Yes, we all know the experience of Biblical Wilderness! We are trying to find our way through the wilderness of our time
knowing the wandering through the wilderness is a difficult journey.
One of the ways our Biblical ancestors survived was by “Pressing On” with God’s guidance and direction. We may be
overwhelmed with changes, overrun with disappointments, and overruled by objections. Yet, we press on! What we do as
individuals and as a church community are important. It could also be exhausting for each and for all, which is why pressing on
is multidimensional.
How Does Allegan UMC press on!
1. There are tasks to perform! Our “Hands of Grace” ministry continues in every one name. Volunteers have stepped up and
continue to provide safe ways to provide needed sustaining presence to our area folks in need during the pandemic!
2. Doing grows out of being the body of Christ! Churches and members of the 2020 Virtual Michigan Annual Conference
supported the yearly mission ingathering at record-breaking levels. Our small gift in which our Mission Committee and
AdBoard approved contributed to our “total connection” was $62,355. We can do so much more when we do it together!
The people of Liberia, Haiti and National Disaster Recovery are grateful to be a part of the connection.
3. We can pay attention to who we are, even as we engage in what we do. Even through a pandemic, through natural
disasters and racial unrest we need to remember we are the people of God and “Press On”
4. Through our in person worship and our proper use of social media we are getting the word out that AlleganUMC is
PRESSING ON! Through your giving in person, or through online giving to the church (Alleganumc.net) or sending your
offering in the mail there are still tasks to perform and goals to reach!
We press on only through the guidance and direction of Almighty God. May we continue to receive the Grace and
Strength we need to be the people God and PRESS ON!

OCTOBER SERMONS
Pressing On
“Pressing On” seems to be our normal mode these days. We are overwhelmed with changes, overrun with failures, overruled
by objections. It seems as though every step is an uphill climb. Yet, we press on. There are tasks to perform and goals to reach;
there are people to lead and a kin-dom to build. Is this how we understand pressing on— checking off our lists of
accomplishments? Certainly, a task-oriented approach can be fruitful in our ministry. What we do as individuals and as a
church community is important. It could also be exhausting for each and for all, which is why pressing on is multidimensional.
Yes, there are tasks to perform; yes, there is doing involved; but the doing grows out of being the body of Christ. This October,
you are invited to be “Pressing On.”.

The mission chosen for October is the Allegan Ministerial Association
The Allegan Ministerial Association’s purpose is to glorify God through the
cooperative efforts of the churches in the vicinity of the City of Allegan (49010).
There are many different “flavors” and denominations of churches represented in Allegan, but are all on the same
team and serve the same Lord.
The AMA Fund helps to supplement the needs of those living within the 49010 zip code, with such things as
money for rent, utilities, etc.
The AMA also schedules a number of joint services and events throughout the year such as:
• Palm Sunday evening service
• Carrying of the cross march on Good Friday
• Good Friday evening service
• Sunrise Service
• National Day of Prayer
• Baccalaureate Service, Allegan High School
• Allegan Fair Booth
• Vespers Service for Christmas
Please consider supporting this mission either through the communion offering or a check made out to our church
and designated AMA mission in subject line. Thank you!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Did you know that the United Methodist Women have been
working for Racial Justice since the mid1950’s and
before? Back then high concern was for the treatment of
Native Americans, the lynching of black men and women,
and voter rights. It took about 30 years of presenting the
Charter for Racial Justice to the greater Methodist
Church for it to be adopted in 1980. What are we doing
today?
Educating all to the injustices; lobbying our
legislators; calling and email our representatives—and
marching.
Shall we have a limited bazaar this December? The
governor has lifted some group restrictions and the
Administration board has encouraged a limited event. The
bake good/food table, the crafts table (all those projects
you worked on during the quarantine), and maybe carry-out
pulled pork lunch. What do you think?

Gifts to mission 2020 have
been given as follows:
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UMW pledge & channels of giving
UMCOR undesignated
Justice for our Neighbors - Kalamazoo
Grand Rapids UM Community House
Grad Gifts / no breakfast
Wings House- Allegan
Pastor’s Discretionary fund
Camperships
Mission u scholarships

The Girl Scouts practiced social distancing
at their last meeting.
Don’t forget to order your nuts and candy soon!
Audrey Brink will be selling through October 16th!
Call her at (269) 686-8573 to place your order.

news From the Pews
** We only have a couple positions that have actual schedules.
If you’d like to help with the screening before the service, let the church office know.

TV MEDIA
4 – Rod Rambadt
11 – Alex Foune
18 – Ireland Armintrout
25 – Amanda Blom

PIANISTS
4 – Wende Wood
11 – Susan Thiel
18 – Lisa Campeau
25 – Ireland Armintrout

The Missions Committee is working with Dawson Elementary
regarding the possibility of Christmas Baskets this year. They
are thinking of only doing 5-6 families due to COVID. If you are
interested in providing gifts to these individuals, please contact
the church office and leave a message.

•

Donations:

•

Donation request for October: Ketchup. Any type of donation is greatly appreciated not just the ones listed.

•

Soup-tober: The Allegan County Food Pantry Collaborative will be

•

Congregational Food Warehouse: Is in desperate need of volunteers,

August: Village Market 8 bread, 19 tortillas, 6 pies, 11 desserts, 1 box crackers, 5 10 cup boxes of coffee, 8 packets of coffee, 6
cereal, 6 misc.; Donation Center-Feed the Need-40 Catholic Charity boxes, 19 cases of cereal. September: 6 bags of sugar, 3
bags of flour, 8 ½ gallons of milk, 4 ravioli, 3 pasta sauce, 4 fruit, 2 soup, 1 peanut butter, 1 can milk, 12 snacks; Village Market:
48 bread, 2 taco shells, 32 desserts/bakery, 3 boxes/pkg of crackers, 1 side, 8 pkg of tortillas, 1 bagel, 4 snacks, 6 misc., 24
french fried onion, 25 Roka Blue cheese spread, 9 pudding, 3 cans of vegetables, 7 jars of watermelon rind, 5 jars of olives, 72
pkgs of crackers, 5 cornbread kits, 3 mustard, 1 hot sauce, 14 olive oil, 1 pkg. croutons, 1 pasta, 1 pkg stir fry, 1 jar horseradish,
12 dressings, 3 jars grape leaves, 2 vinegar, 1 mint sauce; Donation Center-Feed the Need- 50 Catholic Charity boxes and 120
lbs. ground beef; Music in the Park: 220 food donations (1/2 to Christ Community Church)

having an October soup drive October 1st-31st. The goal is to fund 20,000
cans of soup for all the Collaborative pantries in Allegan County. See
below:

can you help? They need help in the following areas and days:

Monday:

1 hour
2 hours

Thursday:

Morning

Fridays:

Afternoon
Morning

mopping
Kitchen
dividing food
Unload trucks
Stock shelves
Take inventories
Pack up pantry orders
Wipe out food storage tubs

Please contact them at 269 673-2200 or fccwarehouse@gmail.com. The Food Warehouse is located at 805 Airway Drive,
Allegan.

•

Mignon Sherwood Delano Foundation Grant: The grant was submitted on September 8th. It would not have happened
without the assistance of Daryl Waggoner and John Watson. Thank you so much.

We will find out in December if we will be granted any funds for our pantry. Also, we should hear soon if we need to pay back
any funds.
•

Music in the Park: Approximately 65 people attended (within the roped off area and the outside area), collected 220 food

items (shared with Christ Community Church) and received $321.00 in cash donations (our share is $160.50)

•

Project Lean: We will be picking up fresh produce boxes weekly from Van Buren Intermediate School District in Lawrence.

•

AmazonSmile to support Hands Grace Food Pantry:
Amazon donates .05% of the price of eligible purchases to ten million charities, including our pantry.
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from
eligible purchases. Amazon will remember your selection every time you go into AmazonSmile.
Our pantry so far has received $128.58 from Amazon Smile.

Month
Jan.-Aug
September
Oct-Dec
Total

2019
Visits
903
145
346
1,394

# of
People
2,911
481
1,123
4,515

2020
Visits
1,232
50

# of
People
1,480
106

# of
Kids
540
67

1,282

1,586

607

THANK YOU!

The family of Rachel Wait would like to thank the church
family for the calls, cards, food, and virtual hugs at her
passing. Much appreciation goes to Sue Thiel for putting
together a luncheon for the family and to all who donated
food for it. Rachel loved her church family and enjoyed
working in the Food Pantry and will be greatly missed.
Sincerely, Rachel’s family and
Willard and Judy Jennings

HEALTH CONCERNS:

Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Jim
Elmore, Kris Blackburn, & Debbie Stutzman,
June Querback, Ginny Borgman. Prayers for
Cole Milbocker, recovering from a broken
fibula and tibia. Prayers for Pat Philley as she
recovers from a fall. Prayers for Rick Bierlein
and Joan Rininger as they recover from health issues. Prayers
for all those affected by the COVID-19 Coronavirus, whether
they are sick, out of school, or off work.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY:

Those connected with this congregation:
John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Zachary Cooke,
Andrew Cowen, Matt Fullam, Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley,
Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed, Mara Ruiz,
Jason Star, Dai Wessman, and Dan Wrobleski.

1 – Nathan Lynch
2 – Anita Sponseller
Kyrel Hall
Joseph Thomsen
3 – Keith Heckman
Leslie Lynch
4 – Lois Giles
Tim Dickinson
7 – Joy Masek
8 – Jaime Spreitzer
William Thomsen
Wende Wood
13 – Mary Anderson
Matt Creech
14 – Jo Tibbitts
Nathan Weaver
15 – Al LeMaire
16 – Naomi DeLaet
Mike Walsh
18 – Katie Anderson
19 – Corlee Harris
21 – Finnley Blom
23 – Tim Curry
27 – Ryan Brink
28 – Jimmy James
30 – Nathan Parrish
31 – Yvonne Reimink
Paul Griffin St.

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR THOSE
BATTLING CANCER OR HAVING TREATMENT:

Jane Allen, Tom Arlington, Evelyn Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed
Bronson, Paul Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim Conlon, Stacy David,
Jessica Green, Vic Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski,
Bruce Mejeur, Philip Nicolai, Michele Randal, Terri Stapleton,
Toby Star, Judy Stark, Jackson Stout, Florene Stultz, Mindy
Sturman, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler, Nola
Thole, Danny Truong, Rhyan Veenkant, Jenny Walsh, Jen
Wessman, Steve Wrobleski & those known but unnamed.

CONCERNS & SYMPATHY:

Prayers for the friends and families of Rachel Wait at her
passing. Prayers for the friends and family of Sharon LeMaire,
wife of Al LeMaire Sr. Prayers for Deb Heather and family at
the passing of her great-grandson Brantley Richard. Continued
prayers for those unnamed, having health problems, or have
suffered loss.

5 – Jerry & Joy Masek
21 – Bob & Sheryl Parrish
Jim & Vicki Sebright
24 – Scott & Connie Dangremond
Jim & Deb Jennings
28 – Marc & Mary Wilcox

NEW ADDRESS
Norm Pierson has been moved to the
address below:
North Woods Village
6203 Stadium Drive, Apt. # 102
Kalamazoo, MI 49009

AD BOARD REPORTS
9/24/20
Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –
Financial:
The pantry currently has $15,389.50, plus $1,000.00 in Meijer food cards.
August Client Visits: Comparing this year vs. last year:
Total People
2019
2020

444
222

Adults Children
273
132

171
90

DOWN 50% FROM LAST YEAR
Project Lean: We will be receiving weekly produce boxes from the Van Buren Intermediate School District, if available.
Allegan County News: In the near future, Gerald Stoppel, of the Allegan County News will be doing a human interest story
on our pantry.
Allegan County Food Pantry: They are participating with Simply Give at the Plainwell Meijer store. The dates you can
purchase a Simply Give card are August 23rd to October 24th. Let’s help ACFP.
Membership – Judy Jennings/Joan Rininger The membership committee has finished their research looking for Inactive Members. A list has been prepared to be
submitted to the 2020 Annual Church Conference.
Missions – Trevah Dalrymple –
The mission for October is Allegan Ministerial Association. The Missions Committee will be meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 29th
at 7:00 pm at Trevah’s house.
Scouting – Joan L. Rininger –
Scouting troops are doing their best to maintain their projects during the continued COVID pandemic. Troop 90/191
transitioned one new Eagle Scout on August 23.
UMW – Cindy Thiele 1. It looks like the /a Bazaar will be held in the spring-(May?).
2. Hopefully we will be able to have a small in house bake sale in December.
3. We look forward to having a UMW/circle meeting by way of ZOOM.
4. Budget wise, we will be able to meet our planned mission giving this year because of generous giving last year.
Worship – Judy Jennings We continue to man the positions needed to allow worshipers to enter the church. I so appreciate the loyalty of those who
serve in the many areas needed to make our worship services as safe as possible. I also want to thank those who have
stepped up to volunteer to help after reading last month’s newsletter as it has allowed some to take a much needed break. Not
knowing how long we will have to continue these guidelines we appreciate any and all help offered. Worship Committee has
not met as we don’t know when the church will return to normal worship services so it is hard to plan for the unknown.
Thanks for your understanding.

The Allegan County Legal Assistance Center is looking for volunteers!!
Interested?
Contact us at (269) 686-5221.
We are located in the Allegan County Courthouse

The Allegan County Legal Assistance Center provides
free assistance in civil cases to self-represented
litigants. ACLAC helps litigants understand legal
processes and procedures, offering proper tools and
assistance with paperwork, legal procedures and access
to web based information through Michigan Legal
Help.

