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THANK YOU!: 
Dear church family,  
Thank you so much for the get well cards, phone calls, food, words 
of encouragement.  It’s uplifting to know that so many people care. 
Healing has been slow as surgery was Oct. 28 for total knee 
replacement, two weeks in rehab.  I have another 6 weeks of in 
home PT and then I should be ready to run a race or maybe 
walk.  Our church is so blessed to have such caring and loving 
people.  
Blessings,   
Karen Rambadt 

 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 
Continued prayers for Norm Pierson, Jim Elmore, Kris Blackburn, Debbie 
Stutzman, June Querback, Pat Philley, Joan Rininger & Karen Rambadt. 
Prayers for all those affected by the COVID-19 Coronavirus, whether they 
are sick, going to school, working or off work. 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY: 
Those connected with this congregation:    
John Barber, Alyssa Chamberlain, Sadie Clark, Zachary Cooke, Andrew 
Cowen, Jacob DeBruyne, Matt Fullam, Stephanie Hadley, Isaiah Hadley, 
Kyrel Hall, Aaron Maule, Gregory McIntire, Chelsea Reed, Mara Ruiz, Jason 
Star, Dai Wessman, and Dan Wrobleski.  
 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR THOSE 
BATTLING CANCER OR HAVING TREATMENT: 

Jane Allen, Tom Arlington, Evelyn Bierlein, Terry Brink, Ed Bronson, Paul 
Buckler, Denise Cherry, Jim Conlon, Stacy David, Jessica Green, Vic 
Hitchcock, Ryan Howrigan, Lesley Kibiloski, Bruce Mejeur, Philip Nicolai, 
Michele Randal, Terri Stapleton, Toby Star, Judy Stark, Jackson Stout, 
Florene Stultz, Mindy Sturman, Deb Stutzman, Cessily Wotring Thackler,  
Nola Thole, Danny Truong, Rhyan Veenkant, Jenny Walsh, Jen Wessman, 
Steve Wrobleski & those known but unnamed. 
 

CONCERNS & SYMPATHY: 
Continued prayers for those unnamed, having health problems, or have 
suffered loss.  

 

  3 – Paul Armintrout 
         Larry Campeau 
  5 – Arlene Branham 
         Lori Barber 
  6 – Madelynn Spreitzer 
         Don Sanborn 
         Amanda DeBruyne 
  8 – Dennis Van Order 
  9 – Tara LeMaire 
15 – Jen Thompson 
18 – Rebecca Burnley 
         Bev Commons 
         Cole Milbocker 
19 – Andy Branham 
        Ginny Borgman 
20 – Patrick Spohn 
21 – Connie Dangremond 
22 – Grace Switzer 
23 – Lester Tooman 
25 – Allie Thiel 
27 – Nathan Diekema 
29 – Kay Forster 
30 – Presley Myers 
31 – Sue Chappell 
 



From the Heart of the Pastor 
Rev. Robert Lynch 

Allegan UMC Synergy: The Power of Togetherness! 
“Growing People to Love God” 

 

 
 

When a congregation welcomes a new pastor, it is an exciting time, a new beginning for both the 
congregation and the new minister. To maximize this new beginning, it is important to prepare spiritually, 
cognitively, and emotionally for a new chapter. 
Once a call to a new pastor is confirmed, there are a few things you can do to prepare personally and 
congregationally to follow a new spiritual leader: 

• Pray for your new pastor.  In most of the churches I know, members pray for the Pastor Search 

Team throughout the search process, and they pray for the pastor even before they know the identity of their 

new minister. And they pray for their new pastor in the pastor’s inaugural days of ministry. However, I suggest 

making a commitment to pray daily for your pastor throughout the duration of his or her ministry. Once the 

honeymoon period is over, and the daily grind of ministry begins, praying for your pastor will strengthen your 

pastor’s ministry and will fortify your bond with your pastor. 

• Send your pastor a welcome note or email. Be careful not to make this correspondence a lengthy 

epistle and certainly don’t make it a diatribe itemizing your personal expectations or agenda.  Just offer a brief 

note, introducing yourself and/or family, and offering a heartfelt welcome. When I moved to my last pastorate, 

I received over a 100 such notes, and these notes confirmed and intensified my excitement about my new 

place of service. 

• Mention your name on your first several encounters with your new pastor. Once your new 

pastor arrives, make sure to offer your name in each greeting for the first few weeks.  Learning names is 

important for pastors.  And be sure not to embarrass the pastor by quizzing, “Do you remember my name?” 

Give your pastor the opportunity to learn your name, and over time, to learn a part of your life story. 

• Embrace the uniqueness of your pastor.  Your pastor has a distinct personality, a unique set of 

spiritual gifts, and a diverse set of experiences.  When the Spirit leads a church to a new pastor, the Spirit 

seldom leads a church or committee to a person just like the previous pastor or the beloved pastor from the 

church’s history.  To compare your new pastor to any other is to disrespect the Spirit’s role in guiding you to 

your new pastor in the first place. 

• Be prepared to follow.  A pastor who is worth his or her salt must lead in both optimal and 

challenging situations. And the kingdom of God is enriched when we as a congregation follow our pastor and 

embrace our mission with enthusiasm. As a veteran pastor, I am quite aware that there is a small minority of 

pastors who are “wolves in sheep’s clothing,” whose motives are deceptive and whose methods are 

manipulative, and they need to be held accountable. However, the vast majority of pastors I know provide 



proactive leadership that is Spirit-led and mission focused. Don’t be a backseat driver. Serve with your best 

gifts. 

• Speak positively about your pastor publicly and privately. One of the ways we bring out the best 

in our ministers is to speak well of them publicly and privately. With most pastors, it is easy to find something 

to criticize, because every minister has weaknesses. “He is too loud.” “She is too soft-spoken.” “He uses big 

words I don’t understand.” “She is not a people person.”  However, every pastor has more strengths than 

weaknesses.  A healthy pastoral tenure is nurtured when we magnify around our pastor’s strengths, and then 

minimize and compensate for our pastor’s weaknesses. 

SERMON THEMES 
Here at the end of the liturgical year, we claim the present reality. We claim the reign of Christ; we claim 
the indwelling Spirit; we claim the presence of our Lord. The “there” we were looking for is here, now. 
So, “There is Now” is our theme for these last weeks of the season. There will be no in-person Worship 
during Sundays in December! 
December 
December 6, 2020     2nd Sunday of Advent  “Thank You for Waiting”  Using 2 Peter 3:8-15  
We are called to wait, but what should we do while we wait? 
December 6, 2020   Carols by Candlelight  (online only) Previous taped Service! 
December 13, 2020  3rd Sunday of Advent   “Merely Christian”    Using 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
We learn from Paul that Being a Christian is not complicated 
December 20, 2020   4th Sunday of Advent     Mark Bolyen preaching 
December 24, 2020   Christmas Eve Service 8pm   (Online only) Previous taped Service  
December 27, 2020   1st Sunday after Christmas:   Mark Bolyen preaching 
 

 
CONFIRMATION 

During December, our six Candidates for Confirmation will finish their studies via 

Zoom Please pray for and welcome them into our church membership:  Morgan 

Foune, Eliza DeLaet, John DeLaet, Olivia Wiley, Audrey Brink and Cole Milbocker 

 

 

 

 
United Methodist Women -------- Imaginary Bazaar   

No bazaar this year = lack of funds for missions normally supported by our UMW.  In addition, much of 
the kitchen expense is covered by UMW funds.  Just as we have unexpected expenses in our homes, we 
never know when an appliance is going to require repair or replacing.  The idea of an Imaginary Bazaar 
arose.  One might calculate what he/she may have spent on items purchased if the bazaar had been held.  
Another thought would be to donate the cost you would have incurred if you had contributed baked goods 
or craft items.  If you choose to donate, please write checks to Allegan UMW and deliver or mail them to 
the church.  Thank you for your consideration of supporting our UMW. 
 
Also, there will be a UMW meeting on Wednesday, December 9th at 1:00 p.m. via ZOOM. Email to come 
with details of Zoom Invite. 



 

 

 

“Let not your heart be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.” (John 14:3)  We are truly living through some 
troubling times, during the Pandemic, and it is hard to find comfort for our souls when fear of the virus rages on.  Let’s 
set that aside and think about the unexpected gift given to us in the form of the Christ Child born in a manger.  The gift 
of this baby is still being unwrapped today and we marvel as this tiny baby reaches out from the manger to touch our 
hearts and lives.  We can seek, question, and study, but we don’t want to lose the wonder of God’s plan for this child 
and how much He would mean to all of us still today.  Shepherds were in awe as angels appeared to them in the fields 
and told them to go to the town of David as a savior was born.  Angels hovered round to see this glorious sight.  Wise 
men came from afar and brought gifts.  The animals stood still and listened to the sounds of the new-born babe.  Mary 
and Joseph were like most new parents as they gazed lovingly at their baby, but this baby was like no other as His life 
had been created by God and was a gift to us all!  My prayer is that, even though we are going through a Pandemic, we 
can celebrate the gift of the Christ Child and feel the love and joy He brings.  As the song says, “but greater still, the calm 
assurance we can face uncertain days because He lives!” 

 

Pastor Bob is Retiring 

I want to say a few words to our pastor, the Rev. Robert K. Lynch, lovingly called 
Bob!  Bob will be leaving us as his last Sunday with us is December 13th.  Bob has 
been our spiritual leader, pastor, and friend for 8+ years, and during his time 

with us we have enjoyed getting to share in his gifts and graces that he brought with him to share with 
us.  He has led Ellen Bierlein, Bobby Tremaine, Mark Bolyen, and now, Daryl Waggoner to take steps 
toward becoming Lay Servants, and Ellen became a United Methodist minister under his care and 
guidance.  We celebrate his leadership in guiding these folks to step out in faith.  He was part of our 
Praise Band, and played the guitar and sang.  He led spiritual-filled Lenten Services that numbered near 
40!  He was a strong voice for the Food Pantry and appreciated this wondrous ministry in our church.  
Kids Hope was blessed with his being a mentor, and I know he enjoyed his times with his students.  As 
Worship Chairperson I was privileged to work alongside him to plan the various seasons in the church 
year.  He was my voice of reason and always thanked and appreciated what the committee did.  He and I 
shared many talks in which we did not always agree but respected each other for our opinions.  He loved 
coming to the church daily to be among the people who are in and out of the building on a daily basis and 
always had time for a chat.  I have always said you don’t get all the gifts and graces in one pastor, but 
Bob’s gifts and graces, shared with us, were and are very much appreciated.  Enjoy your new home, your 
new town, and your new surroundings and know you will be missed.  Blessings, Bob.  

 

Dear God, we are living in uncertain times with the Pandemic still hanging over our heads.  Our church is living in 
uncertain times as we don’t know what the future holds for us in the form of a new pastor.  The one thing we do know is 
that You hold us in the Palm of Your hand and You hold the future.  Help us be ever open to the changes ahead and 
remember You got this!  May God continue to keep us safe. 

                                               Merry Christmas my dear friends, Judy 



 

Poinsettias for remembrance 

So far, we only have a schedule for 
the piano music before the service… 
 
December 
  6 – Wende Wood 
13 – Amanda Blom 
20 – Susan Thiel 
27 – Ireland Armintrout 



AD BOARD REPORTS                     
11/20/20 

 

Christian Education – Cathy Foune – 
Christian Education Adults have started one small group with nine participants.  Group is using Bible study Elijah Spiritual 
Stamina in Every Season by Melissa Spoelstra. 
Working with JoAnne Giles to determine interest in online study for middle and high school students.  Also trying to gain 
interest from the youth to participate in an online scavenger hunt challenge against another local youth group. 
Church Connections continues to grow each month.  The November meeting had 11 participants from two states.  Next 
Church Connections will be December 20th at 7 pm.  
 

Food Pantry – Chris Jurkas –  
Financial: The pantry currently has $14,482.16, plus 1,057.92 n Meijer Food cards.  
Soup – tober:  $90 donated and $90 matched for a total of $180 dropped off in support of the soup drive sponsored by the 
Allegan County Community Foundation. 
 

Kids Hope – Judy Curry - We are holding at this time.  The school would love to have us come into the school, but Dawson 
has been shut-down for two weeks because of staff shortages due to COVID.  Just yesterday, Nov. 17th the Allegan Public 
Schools went to total virtual learning for at least 3 weeks and will not resume until December 10th.  I just don't feel safe 
putting our mentors and volunteers at risk.   
 

Missions – Trevah Dalrymple –  
The Missions for December are Christmas baskets and the Wesley Foundation (poinsettia memorial age). Due to COVID 
there will be no angel tree this year.  
 

Scouting – Joan L. Rininger –  
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ALLEGAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!  AS OF JANUARY 2021, THE 
AUMC HAS BEEN THE CHARTER ORGANIZATION OF BOY SCOUT TROOP 91/191 FOR 70 YEARS!   
The Allegan United Methodist re-chartering forms have been completed and the Charter Representative fees have been paid 
for 2021. 
Troop 91/191 continues to do most of their scouting virtually.  They have had some out-door meetings using social 
distancing.  The effect on “scout bonding” by the Covid19 Pandemic is making things difficult but the leadership of the 
group is doing an outstanding job with the scouts. 
 

Worship – Judy Jennings – The committee met and talked about the Advent season. The decision was made to minimize 
the Christmas decorations due to the church being closed down the month of December due to COVID. We suggest folks 
tune into our worship service on Facebook. Thank you to Rev. Lynch for his support and leadership of the Worship 
Committee during his time here.  
                
 

• Donations:   
 

October:   Village Market:  93 bread, 3 snacks, 1 jar of bread crumbs, 8 desserts;  
November:  1 can pumpkin, 1 can beans, 11 mac & cheese, 1 pasta, 1 pkg 
depends, 12 cereal, 4 tea, 20 lbs. sugar, 6 mixes, 1 dressing, 2 snacks, 9 energy 
bars; Village Market:  81 bread, 54 desserts, 4 pkgs bagels, 12 pies, 3 cans tomatoes, 5 lbs. flour, 1 pasta,  
 

• Donation request for December:   
o Peanut Butter and Mac & Cheese  

  Any type of donation is greatly appreciated not just the ones listed. 
 

• Thanksgiving Baskets:  The Hands of Grace Food Pantry distributed four (4) Thanksgiving Baskets to 
church families. 

Month 2019 
Visits 

# of 
People 

2020 
Visits 

# of 
People 

# of 
Kids 

Jan.-Oct. 1,181 3,869 1,455 1,701 665 
November 111 338 22 225 80 
December 102 308    

Total 1,394 4,515 1,477 1,926 745 
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Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9:15-12:00 p.m. 
Pastor’s Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00-11:00 p.m. or by appointment 

Phone: 269.673.4236 ● Fax: 269-673-8856 ● Email: secretary@allumc.org ● Website: alleganumc.org 
                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CELEBRATION OF RETIREMENT FOR PASTOR BOB & LESLIE LYNCH 

 
Due to the restrictions place on the Church by the current COVID-19 pandemic, we will be unable to have any 
kind of special gathering to honor Rev. Bob Lynch’s retirement. Our thoughts are to have everyone send them a 
personal card, expressing thought and prayers for the service they have given to our church family. 
 
With the final Sunday being December 13th for the family, cards and letters can be sent to the address below: 
 
George Babcock, SPRC Chairperson 
 
Rev. Robert & Leslie Lynch   Rev. Robert & Leslie Lynch 
1310 32nd Street    409 Trowbridge Street 
Allegan, MI 49010    Allegan, MI 49010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH CONNECTIONS FOR DECEMBER 
 

The Next Church Connection will be Sunday, Dec 20th at 7 pm. 
Please join us for BINGO.  Print off or create a 5 x 5 BINGO card using the books of the Bible. 

 
Zoom information is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84342376974?pwd=eVV4Q2luQVZyeEdlbHlBOHhhams0QT09 
Passcode: 705666 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICES AND OTHER VIDEOS  
FROM FACEBOOK OR YOUTUBE! 

 
FACEBOOK:  Allegan Methodist Church 

 
YOUTUBE:    Allegan UMC 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84342376974?pwd=eVV4Q2luQVZyeEdlbHlBOHhhams0QT09
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